ie 


Pm : 
% 
“. 
>. a. 
,* 
- 
» s Va 
“\h * 
- 
‘ ° 
. 
> 
7 ‘ 
. « 
* 
> 
. A. 
a | 
= * 
- . 


* 
an 


| 
. 
: 


I OR Ee pe Ss 
Tos Le a 
£0 Be Ee 


Pa 


eb ge i 
ote s 


2 woby ray 


(. 


| Ape wow “Lp 


eta- 


~ ~ 


ee 


cy 


SERMONS 
Came eB, 
The late Rev. Mr. STER NE.. 


LONDON: 


Printed for. W. STRAHAN; ; T. Ci. 
Succeffor to Mr. Mizar ; ; and T:. 
Becxerr and Co. in the Strand,. 


M DCC LXIX.. 


CONTENTS 
OF THE 
FIFTH VOLUME 

SERMON LI 
Temporal Advantages of em 


SERMO N I. 
Our Converfation in Fleaven. 


SERMON _ IIL 
Defcription of the World. 


SERMON Jv. 
St. Peter’s Charactem 


A 2 SE R- | 


CONTENTS. 
SERMON V. 
Thirtieth of January.. 


‘'8ERMON VI. 


- Mr. Armitfedd 


SUBSCRIBERS: _ 


A 
UKE of Ancafter 
Duchefs of Apcafter : 

Countefs of Aylefbury 
Sir William Anderfon Bart. three. Sets- 
Mr. Aubrey, three Sets. 
Reverend Mr. Aldreck. 
Thomas Afhton, Efq; . 
Nicholas Afhton, Efq; Liverpook. . 
Mr. John Aldred : 
Edward Antrobus, Efq;. ! 
Archer, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Ale 
———- Auftin, Efq; 
——— Atkinfon, Ef{q;, 
Mrs. Adeane 
Mifs Ayfcough_ 
Paul Agutta, Efq;- 


Reverend Mr. Armitage - 

Mr. Thomas Adams _. 

Mr. William Albin. 

Glaudius Amyand, Efq;: 

Major Philip Ainflie 

Richard Atkinfon 

Siz Anthony Abdy, Bart: 

Lady Abd 

Reveread Mr Abdy: 

Mr. Adams.’ , 
Nox. V.. A. | B 


CONTENTS. 
SERMON V. 


‘$ERMON VI. 


Thirtieth of January... 


ae— ee PS RK le eee ll lel ls ll tll etl lll eet ett ae Peers 


SUBSCR IBERS: _ 


A 
UKE of Ancatter 
Duchefs of Apcafter - 

Countefs of Aylefbury 
Sir William Anderfon Bart. three Sets- 
Mr. Aubrey, three Sets. 
Reverend Mr. Aldreck. 
‘Thomas Afhton, Efq; | 
Nicholas Afhton, Efq; Liverpook. . 
Mr. John Aldred : 
Edward Antrobus, Efq;. ef 
-——— Archer, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Ale 
-~— Awdry, Efq; , 
~—— Auftin, Efg; _ 
——— Atkinfon, Efq;. 
Mrs. Adeane 
Mifs Ayfcough . 
Paul Agutta, Efq;- 
' Mr. Armitfedd ; 
Reverend ‘Mr, Armitage - 
Mr. Thomas Adams 
Mr. William Albin . 
Claudius Amyand, Efq>- 
Major Philip Ainflie 
Richard Atkinfon 
Siz Anthony Abdy, Bart: 
Lady Abd 
Reveread Mr. Abdy. 
Mr. Adams’ ee 
Mor. Vo. A. BB 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Duke of Bolton 
Duchefs of Bolton 
_ Duke of Buccleugh 
Duchefs of Buccleugh 
Lord Beauchamp 
Lady Beauchamp 
Lord Berkeley of Stratton 
Lady Charlotte Burgoyne 
Mifs Buncombe 
Captain Brereton 
Mr. Buck ° 
Doétor Brooke 
Count Buck 
Z. Blake, Efq; 
Edward Eearcroft, Efq; . 
William Baker, Efq; 
William Blackwell, Efq; 
Charles Bowles, Efq; 
Humphry Bowles, Ef{q; 
Mrs. Bowles 
Mr. John Buckle 
Lady Boynton 
Sir Gritith Boynton 
Samuel Buckle, Efq; 
Mr. Broadbelt 
Mr. Batter 
Mr. Bigge, two Sets 
Sir Robere Bernard, two Sets _ 
Sir William Bagot oo 
Mrs. Bacon «f | ark-ftreet, two Sets: 
Mrs. Bounce 


Me. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mr. Brome 

George Birch, Efq; 
Mr. Bruch 

John Blackwell, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Barnes 
Mr. Battifhill : 

Mr. Ifaac Buxton 
George Buck, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Edward Bromhead 
Captain Legard Beverley 
Mr. Bettfworth 

Mr. Bedford 

Mrs. Brown 

Frederick Bull, Efq; - 
Mrs. Benmathew, two Sete 
—— Baker, Efq; 
Balchen, Efq; 
John Barford, Efq; 

_ Mrs. Brooke 

Captain Blake 

Colonel Boyd 

Mrs. Boyd | 
John Buckeridge, Efq; 
Mrs. Buckeridge 

Mr. Blake 

' Mr. Richard Bodhen 
Mr. Richard Blackburn 
William Boynes, Elqs 
Mr. Baxter. 

Mr. Baretti 


Reverend Mr. Henry Bates, A. M. 


J. Bates, A.M 


~ 


A 2 


Mr. 


 S§UBSCRIBERS 
Mr, S. Le Blanc 


Reverend Mr. N. Rigbye Baldwin, A A. B. 


Mr. Thomas Bell 

——- Bell, Efg; 

Mr. Bridges 

Mr. Tote Blond, two Sets 
Mr. Bodely 

Mr. William Black 

Mr. Banister 

Reverend Mr. Botham | 
Edward Bofcawen, Efq; 
Richard Berenga, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Bullock 
Mrs. Bullock 

Reverend Mr. Buchner 
Doétor Buxton 

George Byrd, Efq; 
Robert Bogle 

Reverend Mr. Blackburne 
Bate, Efq; 

Michael Biddulph, Efq; 
Mr, Henry Broughas 


Earl of Carlifle 
Countefs of Carlifle 
Lord Chefterfield 
Lady Chefterfield : - 
Lady Clive 

Lady Anne Conolly 
Mr. John Cowche 
Mr, Egward Cowghe © 
Mr, Callaghan 


SUBSCRIBERS, 
Mr, William Calvert, Liverpool - 
‘Mr. Richard Chapman 
Mr. George Carter, ftx Sets 
Mrs, Hart Cotton, two Sets 
Mr. Chambers 
Mr. Coulthurft 
Mr. William Coleman ° 
Mr. Cockthut 
Mr.-‘William Clarke 
Mr. Clogge 
Mrs. Clarke 
Honourable Mrs. Chetwynd 
Reverend Mr. Cox 
Sir James Cockburne 
—- Crew, Efq; 

Mifs Cruttenden 

Mifs S. Cruttenden 

Reverend Mr. Clove 

Lady Mary Cook - | 

Mr. James Collins, jun. 

Mr. Crefpin | 

Mr. Cautherly 

Mr, Clutterbuck 

Mr. Collingfwon | 

Charles Cole, Efq; 

Samuel Cox, Efq; 

Mr, Calvert e 

Mr. Clyfford 

Mr. Colomy 

Mifs Crammond. 

-——— Commyns, Efg;-- 3 2 
-omamm Chambers, Efq; | 
| AG Mrs. 


SUBSCRIBERY 


Mrs. Gray Cooper 

Samuel Count, E{q; 

——— Corbett, Efq; 

~ Mrs. Cambell 

Colonel Coote 

Mrs. Coote 

Mr. Henry Clarke 

Mifs Cleaney : 
Mr. Robert Harris Cooper, two Sets 
Mrs. Carter 

Reverend Mr. Campbell 

Mrs. Eliza Cotton 

Mr. Cotton 

Mr. Cobb | 

Mr. Francis Cobb 

Reverend Dr. Cotton 

Mrs. Cotton: 

Mr. Cooper | 

William Currie, aa 


Lord Delaware 

Lady Delaware 

Lady Dalkeith 

Earl of Denbigh 

Earl of Donegal 

Lady Donegal 

Sir Lawrence Dundas 

Sir John Delaval 

‘Reverend Mr. Difney 
John Dupping, Solicitor-general 
Sir Joho Danvers . 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Mr. Dodd 

Mrs. Dinwiddie 

Tomkin Dew 

Mr. Dudley 

William Deacon, Ets 

Mrs. Draper 

Mrs. Dobfon 

Mrs. Dowfon 

Mr. Deard 

Davenport, Efq; 
Reverend Doétor Duncan, two Sets 
— John Durand, Efq; 

Mifs Davifon: 

Dunbar, Efq; 

a—— Duval, Efq; — 

Peter Delme, Efq; 

Mrs. Delme 

Peter Delme, Efq; - 

Sir Abraham Dyfon 

Mr. Dowfon 

Mr. Samuel Dyfon 

Mr. Dutens 

Dunbar, Efq; 

Mrs. Dormer 

Henry Dalton, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Dortet 

Mifs Dockfey 

Richard Donn, Efq; two Sets 
Reverend Mr. George Dutens 
Mr, John Duffield. . 


Countefs Dowager of Effex a 
A4 © Lady 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


"Lddy Egremont 
_J. Eyre, Efq; Recorder op Lcaden 
.Richard Edwards, Efq; 
ee Mr. Evans 
Sir Gilbert Elliot . 

_Mifs Emerfon 

Mr. Elury 

“Mr. H. Elfley 

.—— Eaftwicke, Efq; 
Mrs, Edwards 
Ellis, Efq; 
Thomas Edder, Efgs. 
“William Edmond, ix Sets. 
‘Reverend Mr, Emily. 


Right Honourable Lady Charlotte Finok 


wLady Falkner . 
Honourable Mr, F itpatrick 
“Mr. Fothergill 

‘Mr. Freake 

Mrs. Freake 

-)Mrs. Mary Freake 
— Reverend Mr. Jofiah Foot 
Robert Freeland, Efq; 
Robert Foulkes, E‘q; 
———— Farmer, Efq; 
A Friend 
‘R. Fuller, E(q; 
Faffet, « Efq; 
Farrington, Efq; 
Fofter, Efq; 
Mis, Frankland 


Mr. 


ee 


“SUBSCRIBER §&§, 

EMr. Fofter 2 

‘Mr. Thomas Furley Forfter 
“Mr. Favell “ 
-B. Franklia | 

-Mr. Foote 

Samuel. Foote, Efq; 
‘Mrs. Jane Fenton 

Mr. Freeman 

Mrs. Fitzplace 

‘Reverend Mr. Falconer 
_John Fletcher, Ef; 
Alexander Fordyce, 'Efqs 
“William Fordyce, ; 
James Bogle F ay fg. 


David Garrick, Efq; 
“William Grey, Efq; 
Door Gufthart 

.Mr. Grimes 

Mr. Grinfield 

‘Mr. Stephen Gazelee- 

-George Gouldworth, Efq;_ 
‘Mrs. Gardener 

Mr. Gilbert 

‘Nathaniel Garland, Efq;: 
Mifs Letitia Gore ° 
William Goodwin, Efg; 

_James Gordon, Efq; 

Mrs. Gardiner 2 
—— Goodwin, Efq; 
‘Reverend Mr. Greenhill 
‘Mig Goddard Ra, Spee SS 
ena ‘Thomas 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Thomas Goddard, Efq; 

Doétor Goddard 

Peter Godfrey, Efq; 

—— Gregory, Efq; 

Grindall, Efq; 

Gardener, Efq; | 
John Grant, Efq; * 

Mr. William Gibbon 
Jofhua Grundy, Efq; 
Mr. Glee 
Mr. Gollin e 
Thomas Gilbert, Efq; 

* Jofeph Gulfton, Efq; 
Lady Grefley . 
Mrs.Gromme - 
Peter Garrick, Efq; 

Dodor Grefley 

Mrs. Mon. Godfhall’ _ 
‘Thomas Goodwicke, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. a 


Lord Hertford 
Lady Hertford - 
Lady Huntingtower 
Mr. Thomas Hampton of Petworth 
Mrs. Hitch 
Doétor Hunter 
John Hallet, Efq; 
, John Hamilton, Efq; 
Mr. Hutchinfon 
Mr. Helfilrige : 
Mifs Arabella Hefilrige 


Mr. 


oS ee 


Mr. T. Hefilrige 
Reverend Mr. Holden 
James Hamlyn 

Mr. Howard 

Reverend Mr. Henley 

S. Hill 

Mr. Hicks 

Mrs. Hammond 

James Holinghead, Efq; 
Mr. Houghton 

Mr. Hull 

Mifs Houghton 

Mr. Holland 

Mrs. Hunter 

Mr. Hardham, three Sete 
Arthur Haywood, Efq; 
Hawkins, Eta; 
_Mifs Hudfon | 
Hodges, Efq; 

Mr. Harding 

—— Haldone, Efq; 

Sir Richard Hotham 
Lady Hotham 

Harbord Harbord, Ela; 
Hopton, Efq; 
Mrs. Hodges 

Warren Hafttings, Efq; 
Captain Haftings - 
Hazzard, Efq; 
Horne, Efq; 
Captain Hall | 

Mrs. Hall abe oe 
ce | me :' 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


fH. Hall, Efq; 

-_Mifs Hutchinfon 

—— Hutchinfon, Efq; 

‘Mrs. Hutchinfon 

‘=———— Hamilton, Efq; 

—— Hartley, £{q; 

-Mr. Leonard Hammond 

“Mr, Hughs . 

Samuel. Heifle, E4q; - 

-Mr. Robert Harriton 

_ “Mrs, Hodges 

‘Mifs Heartley 

Mifs Hervey | oe 8 

‘Mr. Howard 3 * 
Mr. Thomas Hinchley: | 
Mr. Charles Howard 

ohn Hall, Efq; 

_John Holroyd, Efq; 

Mrs. Holroyd , 

.. Mrs. Hubbard. 


J 

Lie Jubb ] 
.dward Salifbury Jones, ; 
Reverend Mr. Tones =e 
_ Reverend Mr. Ives, A.'M. 

‘Reverend Mr. Johnfon 
Mrs, James —_ 
‘Mrs. Jones 
Jacob, Efq; 
Jones, Efq; 
‘Haughton James, Efq; 7 
ean James, Efq; ° 


George | 


SUBSCRIBER &. 
George Jackfon, Efq; 


—— Jones, Eqs 
Mifs Jones 

William James, Efq; 
Mr, Johnfton. 


Duchefs of Kingfton 

Countefs of Kerry | 

Henry Peter Khuff, Efq;. 
Kilner, Efq; : 
Mis Kenton 

Keating, Efq; 

Henry Kendal, Efq;, 

Mr. Knight 

Mr. King 

Mr. M‘Kenzie 

Lady Betty M‘Kenzie. . | 
Reverend Mr. Ketilby, B: De 
Leonard Kitham, Efq;: 

Mr. William pet har a 


Lord Lyttelton 

Sir James Lowther. 

Lady Mary Lowther | 
Mifs Lowther 
William Leywreen, Efq; 
Mr. Langley me 
Mr. Henry Lovin 
Nicholas (rn. Fas 
Mr. Loten, two Sets 
Reverend Mr. Law 
John Lee, Efq; 

oe Aue Reverend 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

Reverend Mr. Lewis 
Thomas Lynch, Efq; 
William Lake, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. E. Lloyd, | 
Capt. William Locker, of the Royal Navy 
Reverend Mr. Lafcelles 
—— Lynd, Efq; 

Reverend Mr, Liddiard 

Lady Lloyd | 

—— Levy, Efq; 

—— Long, Efq; 

Mifs Lawrence 

Mrs. Leighton 

Mifs Leighton 
_o——~ Leighton, Efq; 

Mr. Laroche 7 

Mr. Wm. Leake 

Mr. Linnecar _ 

Stephen Martin Leake, Efqs 

a Lawfon : | 

he Liverpool Librar 

Serjeant i a 

Mr. Samuel Lawrance™ 

Stephen Longton, Efq; 

Mr Tater: i 

Mrs, Lynfter. 


Duke of Montagu 
Duchefs of Montagu 
Duke of Manchefter 
Right Honourable Lord Montford 
Honourable Mr. Molefworth 


f 


Countefs : 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
Countefs of Mexborough Oo 
Right Honourable Lady Rachae] Morgan 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Bart. 

Lady Mawbey | 
Edward Montagu, Efgq; 
Mr. Mathews 
Mr. Methuen 
Mr. Macdonald 
Lady Elliot Murray 
Mrs. Monde 
Mr. Mongle 
Mr. More 
Mifs Mytton — 
George Moreland, Efq; 
Francis Moreland, Efq; 
Major Marriot : 
Reverend Mr. Murden 
Mr. Mayew | 
Robert Melvill, Efq; : 
Moody, Efq; : 
Doétor Marriott ‘ 
Mr. Macklin ‘ 
Mrs. Metcalf 
—— Manning, Efq; 
| w= Munro, Efq; 

i Mortimer, Efq; 
Mrs. Manningham 
Mr. George Malton 
tae Merrill 

r. George Morris 
Matthew Robinfon Morris, Efq; 


Mrs, Morant 
William 


-§-Us BSC RE BsE. RS. 


William Macbean, Efq; 
Mr. Mayfon.: 


Duke of Northumberland 
Duchefs of Northumberland. 
Mr. Netherftone 

Reverend Mr. F. C. Negus. 
———— Newnham, Efq; 
Newton, Efq; 

Mr. Nicholfor. 

Francis Napier, E(q;: 
Andrew Newton, Efq;: 
hig Nae Nalt, Efq;- 
Mr. Norton. 


Oo’ - 
Gountefs of Oxford’ 
Mrs. Ord | . 
Mifs Oheden 

Reverend Me. E. Owen>. 
Mr. Ofwald, five Sets. 
Mr. Oliver 

- Mifs Otteley. 

Milfs Owen 

Mrs. Ofgood 

Sir William Owen. 
Golonel Owen | 
Hugh Owen, a | 


Earl of Pomfret. 

Liord Pomfret 

Lady Pomfret — 

Lerd Vifcount Palmerfton 


~ Lord 


=ecnreey ee eee ee 7 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Duchefs of Portland 

Countefs of Peterborough 

Lord Picgot 

Honourable Colonel Parker 

Sir George Pococke 

Mr, John Penfold 

Mr. Prickett 

Mrs, Pulleine, three Sets 

Reverend Mr. Pery, two Sets 

Reverend Mr. Pinfent S 

Mr. James Pitts | 

Mr, Charles Parker 

Mr. Andrew Parrott 

Mifs Pownall 

Mr. Penfield 

Mr. John Place 

Mr. Timothy Place 

Mr. P. : 

——~ Perringal, Efq; - 

Lady Pole, two Sets 

Price, Efq; 2 

Palmer, Efq; ae 

Mrs. Ploydell : 

Pine, Efq; 

—— Parry, Efq; 

Mrs. Parry 

Mrs. Peck . 

Mrs. Pinfold 

— Pinfold, Efq; 

T. Pinfold, Efq; 

Mr. J. Pafcoe 

‘William Pope’ | 
Voz. V. a Me. 


ee 


Mr. Ponton: 
John Pitt, Efq; 
Mrs. Pitt - 

Colonel Philips 
Lady Sufan Powlet 
Mr. ” Plunket 

Mr. Phipps 

Mr. Pepys: 


Duchefs of sad 
Qualm, E ; 
as eA 


Countefs of Roffe 

_ ‘Thomas Ryder, Efq; 

Mr. Ryder | 

Mr. Ronby 

John Ridge, Efq; 

William Richardfon, E{q; | 
Edmund Rolfe, Efq; three Sets. 
Reverend Mr. Reddenhurft 
Arthur Ricord, Efq; 

David Rennedy, Efq; 

William Reynolds, Efq; — 

—- Rowe, Efq; 

—— Reed, Efq; 

Captain Rous 

Reverend Mr; Rajley 

Mr. Samue) Rufh 

Mr. Charles Ryder 

Mr. George Rigby 

Morris Robinfon, Efq; 

Sir William Robinfon 


Lady. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
dady Robinfon a 
Mr. Carey Robinfon . 

Reverend Mr. Robinfon. 
§ 


Lord Strafford 
Lady Strafford 
Lord Strange 
Lady Catherine Stanhope 
Lady Anne Steward 

rs. Smith 
Colonel Schutz 
John Schutz, Efq; 
John Schutz, jun. Efq3 
Mr. Sparrow 
- Mr. Sheffield, two Sets © 
Mr. Bence Sparrow 
John Spooner, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. John Sparrow 
Mr. Spencer . 
John Swale, jun. Efq; 
. Thomas Staniford, Efq; 
Mr. Smyth 

— Sanxay, Efq; 
—— Saltingfhall, Efq; 
—- Sutton, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Smyth 
Honourable Mr. Stratford 
Honourable Mrs. Stratford 
Mifs Stephens 
Doétor Ralph Schombey * 
Sir William Stanhope 
John Stowe, Efq; 


a2 Mrs. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Mrs, Starkey 

Mr Sharp 

John Symonds, Efq; 
Mrs. Scriyener 

—— Sabaftier, Efq; 
—— Smith, Efq; 
Richard Steele, Efq; 
William Show, Efq; 
Luke Scrafton, Efq; 
Laurence Sulivan, Efq; 
T. Shaw, Efq; : 
Captain Scottowe 

Mrs. Spragge 

Captain Sharp 

Samuel Salt, Efq; 

Mr. Henry Spencer 
John Wightwick Sparrow, Efq; 
Mr. Sanderfon | 
C. Strong, Efq; 

Mr. Themas Strong 
Mr. Robert Sherfon 
Captain Smith | 
Jennings Shaftoe, Efq; 

» Mrs. Sympfon 

Mr, Savage 

Reverend Mr. Seward 
Mr. Simpfon | 
Mr. Charles Simpfon 

* rs. Steuart 


Mrs. Stainforth 


. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


|  F 
Earl of Tankerville 
-Mr. Toler 
Mr. Jofiah Towet 
Mrs. Trelawny 
Mr. Taylor 
Mrs. ‘Thornhill 
Mrs. Thompfon 
Reverend Mr. Tyrell 
Mrs. Till 
Edward Taylor, Efq3 
Mr. Tipping 
Door Thomfon 
Reverend Mr. W. Turner 
Mr. Townfend 
W. Todd, Efq; 
Trotman, Efq; 
Mrs. Trevanion — 
Mifs Thomas 
—— Thoyts, Efq; 
Mrs. Tongue 
e—~ Tatlock, Efq; 
Mrs, Trough 
Mifs Tuting 
Mr. Ifaac Thompfon 
Thomas Thornhill, Efqs 
Backe Thornhill, Efq; 
Mr. T. Thornhill 
Mrs. Tichborne. 


_ Lord Verney 
Lady Verney 


Right | 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
Right Honourable Lord Villiers _ 


_ James Vare, Efq; fenior 
Mr. John Vere 
Mifs Sarah Vere \ 
Mr. Francis Vincent 
James Vernon, Efq; 
Mrs. Vaughan 

rs. Vincent : 
Henry Vanfittart, Efq; _ 
Mr. Urquhart. | 


Earl of Warwick 
‘Countefs Dowager of Waldgrave 
Lady Vifcountefs Weymouth 
Lord Willoughby 

Lady Willoughby . 
Mr. William Wafe « 

Mrs. Wolfe, two Sets 

Mr. Wyatt | : 
Mr. Wodehoufe, three Sets 
' Mrs. Wodehoufe 

Mr. Wright 

Reverend Mr. Warburton 
Richard Warner, Efq; 
Michael Woodhull, Efq; 
James White, Efq; 

Mr. Winter — 

Mr. Waller 
“Mr. Wife . 

Mr. White 

Mr. Waller 

Mifs Wilkes 


Mrs. 


( 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Mrs. Wyatt 


| William Whitehead, Efq; 


Captain Watfon 


“Mrs. Wood 


Walth, Efq; 
Mr. Juftice Wills 


Matthew Wildboar, Efq; 


Mr. Wright 

Mr. Wilfon 

William Wright, Efq; 
Daniel Weir, Efq; 
John Wilkinfon 

Sir William Wake 


' Lady Wake 


Mr. Wilmot 
Lady Wake 

Mifs Warren 
Mrs. Windfor 
Mifs Windfor 
Mifs Watts 

—— Watts, Efq; 

- Warren, Efq; 
David Watts, Efq; 
Waring, Efq; 
—— Woollery, Efq; 
Mrs. Wilfon 


.Mifs Wrotcheley 
Peter Wrench, Efq; 


Williams, Efq; 
Mrs. Williams 
John Wichenden, Efq; 


Reader Watts, Efq; 


Stephen 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Stephen Winthorpe, Efq; 

Reverend Mr. Wilgrefs, two Sets 

Mr. Richard Wheeier 

Mr. Edward Woodmofls 

Mr. John Walker 

Mrs. Whittaker 

Mr. William Webb 

Thomas Whitehead, A.B. 

Mr. Theodore Walfond 

Charles Watkins, Efq; 

Sir Watkins William Wynne 

Mr. Woodley 

Mrs. Woodley | 

Thomas White, Efq; 

Reverend Mr. White 

Reverend Mr, Williamfon. 
»'g 


John Yorke, Efq; 
Reverend Mr. Yefcombe 
Mifs Yardley. | “2 


N. B. Such of the Subfcribers names as. 
could not be had time enough to be pre- 
fixed to this edition, fhall certainly be 

inferted in the next. 


SERMON lI. 


Temporal Advantages of Religion. 


Vor. Vi B 


SERMON I. 


PRoveERBs ill. 17. 


Ider ways are ways of plecjantnefs, and 
all her paths are peace. 


HERE are two opinions whith 
| the inconfiderate are apt to take 
upon truft.—The firft is—a vicious 
life, is a life of liberty, pleafure, and 
happy advantages.—The fecond is— 
_and which’ is the converfe of the 
firit—that a religious life is a fervile 
and moft uncomfortable ftate. 


~The firft breach which the devil 
- made upon human innocence, was by — 
—_ B 2 the 


4 SERMON 1. 


the help.of the firft of thefe fuggef- 


tions, when he told Eve, that by 
eating-of the tree of knowledge, :fhe 
fhould be as God, that.is, fhe.fhould 
reap fome high and ftrange felicity 
from doing what was forbidden her.— 
But I.need not repeat the fuccefs— 
Eve learnt the difference between 
good and evil by her trangreffion, 
which fhe knew not before—but then 
-fhe fatally learnt at the fame time, 
that the difference was only this— 
that good is that which can only give 


‘the mind pleafure and.comfort—and. 


that evil i is that, which muft necefia- 
sily be attended foorer or later with 
fhame and forrow. 


As.the deceiver of -mankind thus 
began his triumph over our race—fo 
3 | has 


SERMON I. 5 
Kas hé carried it on ever fince by the 
véry famé argument of delufion.— 
That is, by poffefiing men’s minds 
carly with great expectations of the 
prefent incomés of fin,—making 
them dream of wondrous gratifica- 


tions they are to feel in following 


their appetites in a forbidden way— 
making them fancy, that their own 
grapes yield not fo delicious a tafte | 
as their neighbours, and that they 
fhall quench their thirft with more 
pleafure at his fountain, than at their » 
own. This is the opinion which at 
firft too generally prevails—till expe- 
rience and proper feafons of refiec- 
tion make us all at one time or other 
confefs—that our,counfellor has been 
(as from the beginning) an impol- 

B 3 ture 


6 SERMON I. 


ture—and that inttead of fulfilting 
thefe hopes of gain and fweetnefs in 
what is forbidden—that on the con- 
trary, every unlawful enjoyment leads. 
only to bitternefs. and: lofs. 


_ The fecond opinion, or, That a 

rcligious life is a fervile and uncom- 
fortable ftate, has proved a no lefs fatal 
and capital falfe principle in the con-. 
duct of unexperience through life—. 
the foundation ef which miftake ari- 
fing chiefly from this previous wrong. 
judgment—that true happinefs and 
freedom lies in a man’s always fcllow-. 


ing his own humour—that to live by. - 
moderate and prefcrib’d rules, is to. 


live without joy—that not to pro- 


fecute our paffions is to be cowards—. 


anc 
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and to forego every thing for the te- 
dious diftance of a future life. 


Was it true that a virtuous man 
could have no pleafure bute what 
fhould arife from that remote prof- 
pectt—I own we are by nature fo 
coaded on by the defire of prefent 
happinefs, that was that the cafe, 
thoufands wou’d faint under the dif- 
couragément of fo remote an expec- 
tation.—But in the mean time the — 
Scriptures give us a very different 
profpect of this matter—Thcre we 
are told that the fervice of Godis true 
liberty—that the yoke of Chriitianicy 
is eafy.in comparifon of that yoke 
which muft be brought upon us by 
any other fyftem of living,—and the 

B 4 text 
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text tells of wifdom—by which he 
means Religion, that it has pleafant- 
nefs in its way, as well as glory in 
its end—that it will bring us peace | 
and joy fuch as the world cannot 
give.—So that upon examining the 
truth of this affertion, we thall be fet 
| right in this error, by feeing that a 
religious man’s happinefs does not 
ftand at fo tedious a diftance—but is 
fo prefent and indeed fo infeparable 
from him, as to be felt and tafted 
every hour—and of this even the vi- 
cious can hardly be infenfible, from 
what he may perceive to {pring up 
in his mind, from any cafual act of 
virtue. And tho’ it is a pleafure 
that properly belongs to the good— 
yet let any one try the experiment, 
| and 
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and he will fee what is meant by that 
moral delight, arifing from the con- 
{fcience of well-doing.—-Let him but 
refrefh the bowels of the needy—let 
him comfort the broken-hearted—or: 
check an appetite, .or. overcome a- 
_temptation—or receive an affront 
with temper and mecknefs—and _ he. 
fhall find the tacit praife of what-he 
has done, darting thro’ his mind, 
accompanied with a fincere pleafure— 
confcience playing the monitor even 
to the: loofe and moft inconfiderate, 
in their moft cafual acts of well-doing, 
and is, like a voice whifpering be- 
hind and faying—this is the: way of 
pieafantnefs—this is the path - “of 

peace=-walk in it | 


But ~ 
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But to do further juftice to the 
text, we muft look beyond this in- 
ward recompence which is always 
infeparable from virtue—and take a 
view of the outward advantages, which | 
are as infeparable from it, and which. 
the Apoftle particularly refers to, . 
when ’tis faid, Godlinefs has the pro- 
~ mife of this life, as well as. that which. 
is to come—and in this argument it 
is, that religion appears in all its. 
glory aad ftrength—unanfwerable in. 
all its obligations—that befides the 
principal work. which it does for us 
in fecuring our future well-being in- 
the other world, ic is likewife the 
moft effectual means to promote our 
prefent—and that noc only morally,, 
upon account of that reward which 

| virtuous. 
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virtuous -actions do entitle a mar 
unto from a juft and a wife provi- 
dence,—but by a natural tendency in 
themfelves, which the duties of reli- 
gion have to procure us riches, health, 
reputation, credit, and all thofe 
things, wherein our temporal happi- 
nefs is thought to confift,—and this 
not only in promoting the well-being 
of particular perfons, but of public 
communities and of mankind in ge- 
neral,—-agreeable to what the wile 
man has left us on record, that 
righteoufnefs exalteth a nation :—in{o- 
much,—that could we, in confidering 
this argument, fuppofe ourfelves to 
be in a capacity of expeftulating with. 
God, concerning the terms upon. 

| | which. 
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which we would fubmit to: his go- 
vernment,—and to chufe the laws 
ourfelves which we would: be bound. 
to obferve, 1t would be impoffible 
for the wit of man to frame any other 
propofals,. which upon all accounts. 
would be more advantageous te our 
own interefts than thofe very condi- 
tions to which we are obliged by the. | 
rbles of religion and virtue.—And in- 
this does the reafonablenefs of chrifti- 
anity, and the beauty and wifdom 
of providence appear moft eminently 
towards mankind, in governjng us by 
fuch laws, as do moft apparently 
tend to make us happy,—and in a 
word, in making that (in his mercy) | 
to be our duty, which in his wifdom | 
he knows to be our intereft,—that is 

- to 
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‘to fay, what is moft conducive to 
the eafe and comfort of our mind,— 


_ the health and ftrength of our body,— 


athe honour and profperity of our 
tate and condition,—the friendthip 
and good will of our fellow crea- 
tures ;—to the attainment of all 
awvhich, no more .effectual means can 
poffibly be made ufe of, than that 
plain direction,—to lead an uncor- 
rupted life, and todo the.thing which 
as right, to ufe no deceit in our 
tongue, nor do evil to our neighbour. - 


For.the better.imprinting of which 
-truth in your memories, give me 
_ leave .to offer a few ne to your 
confideration 


“The 
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The firft is,—that juftice and ho- 


nefty contribute very much towards 


all the faculties of the mind: I mean, 
that it clears up the underftanding 
from that. mift, which dark and 
crooked defions are apt to raife in It, — 
and that it keeps up a regularity in 
the affections, by fuffering no lufts or 
by-ends to diforder them.—That it 
likewife preferves the mind from all 
damps of grief and melancholy, which 
are the fure confequences of unjuft 
actions ; and that by fuch an improve- 
ment of the faculues, it makes a 


man fo much the abler to difcern, and 
fo much the more chearful, active 
and diligent to mind his bufinefs.— 
Light is fown for the righteous, fays 

the 
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the prophet, and gladnefs for the 


upright in heart.— 


Secondly, let it be obferved,—that 
in the continuance and ccurfe of a 
virtuous man’s affairs, there is little 
probability of his falling into confi- 
_ derable difappointments or calami- 
ties ;—not only becaufe guarded by 
the providence of God, but that ho- 
nefty isin its own nature the frecit 


from) danger. 


Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no 
projects, which it is the intereft of 
another to blaft, and therefore needs" 
no indirect methods or deceitful 
practices to fecure his intereft by un- 
dermining others—The paths of 

virtue 
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virtue are plain and ftrait, fo that 
‘the blind, perfons of the meaneft ca- 
pacity, fhall not err.—Dithonetty re- 
quires fkill to conduct it, and as great 
-art to conceal—what ’tis every one’s 
Jntereft to deteét. And I think I need — 
not remind you how oft it happens — 
in attempts of this kind— where 
eworldly men, in hafte to be rich, have 
-over-run the only means to it,—and 
for want of laying their contrivances 
‘with proper cunning, or managing 
them with praper fecrecy and advan- 
‘tage, have loft for ever, what they 
‘might have certainly fecured by honefty 
and plain-dealing —The general cau- 
fes of the difappointments in their 
bufinefs, or of unhappinefs in their 
dives, lying but too manifeftly in 

| their 
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their own diforderly paffions, which 
by attempting to carry them a fhorter 
way to riches and honour, difappoine 
them of both for ever, and make 
plain their ruin 1s from themfelves, 
and that they eat the fruits, which 


their own hands have watered and 
ripened. 


Confider, in the third place, that 
as the religious and moral man (one. 
of which he cannot be without the 
other) not only takes the fureft courfe 
for fuccefs in his affairs, but is dif- 
pofed to procure a help, which never 
enters into the thoughts of a wicked 
one: for being confcious of upright 
intentions, he can look towards hea- - 


ven, and with fome affurance recom- 
Vor. V. . 1 mend 
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mend his affairs. to God’s blefling and. 
dire€tion :—whereas the fraudulent 
and difhoneft Man, dares not call for 
God’s bleffing upon his: defigns,—or 
if he does, he knows it is in. vain to 
expect it.—Now a man who believes. 
‘that he has God on his fide, aéts with: 
another fort of life and courage, than. 
he who knows he ftands alone ;— 
like Efau, with his hand againft every 
man, and every man’s hand againft his.’ 


. The eyes of the Lord are upon. 
the righteous, and his ears are open 
to. their cry,—but the face of the 
Lord is againft them that do evil. 


% Confider, in the fourth place, that 
in all good governments who under- 


ftand 
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fiand their own intereft, the upright 
and: honéft man ftands much fairer 
for preferment, and much moré 
likely te be employed in all things 
when’ fidelity is wanted :—for’ all 
men, however the cafe ftands with 
: themfelves, they love at lea{t to find 
honefty in thofe they truft; nor is 
there’ any ufage we more hardly di- 
_ geft, than that of being ‘outwitted 
and deceived. —This is fo true an ob- 
fervation, that the greateft knaves 
have no other way to get into buGi- 
nefs, but by counterfeiting honetty, 
and pretending to be what they are 
not; and when the impofture is dif- 
covered, as it 1s a thouland to one 
but it will, I have juft faid, what 
muft be the certain confequence :— 
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for when fuch a one falls,——he has 
none to help him,—fo he feldom rifes 
again.—~ 


This brings us to a fifth particular 
in vindication of the text,—That a 
virtuous man has this ftrong advan- . 
tage on his fide (the reverfe of the 
. Jaft) that the more and the longer he 
is known, fo much the better 1s he 
loved, —fo much the more trufted ;— 
fo that his reputation and his for- 
tune have a gradual increafe :—and 
if calamities or crofs accidents fhould 
bear him down,— (as no one ftands 
out of their reach in this world)— 
_ if he fhould fall, who would not pity 
his diftrefs,—who would not ftretch 
forth his hand to raife him from the 
| cround !|— 
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ground!—wherever there was vire 
tue, he might expect to meet a 
friend and brother:—And this is not 
merely fpeculation, but faét, con- 
firmed by numberlefs examples in 
life, of men falling into misfortunes, | 
‘whofe charafter and tried probity 
have raifed them helps, and bore them’ 
up, when every other help has or 
fook them. . 


Laftly, to fum up the account of | 
the temporal advantages which pro- 
bity has on its fide,—let us not forget 
that preateft of all happinefs, which 
the text refers to,—in the expreffion’ 
of all its paths being peace,—peace - 
and content of mind, arifing from the: — 
eon{cioufnefs of virtue, which is the - 

C3 true 
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true and only foundation of all earthly. 
fatisfaction ; and where that is want-. 
ing, whatever other enjoyments you. 
beftow upon 3. wicked man, they will 
as foon add a cubit to his ftature as 

to his happinefs—In the midft of- 
the higheft. entertainments, —thisy. 
like the hand-writing upon the wall, 

will be enough to fpoil and difrelith the 
feaft ;—but much more fo, when the 

tumult and hurry of delight is over— 
when all is {till and filent,—when ~ 
the inner has nothing to do but at-: 
tend ‘its’ lafhes and remorfes ;—and ; 
this, in fpite of all the common arts, 
of diverfion, will be often the cafe. 
of every wicked. man;—-for we can-. 
not live always upon the ftretch ;—- 
_ our faculties will not bear conftant. 
- pleafure 
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pleafure any more than conftant 
pain ,-there will be fome vacancies 3 
and when there are, they will be fure 
to be filled with uncomfortable 
thoughts and black reflections..So - 
that, fetting afide the great after-reck+ 
oning, the pleafures of the wicked aré 
over-bought, even in this world. - 


I conclude with one obfervation 
upon the whole of this argument, 
which i 18 oe 


Notwithftanding the on -force 
with which it has been often urtged . 
by good writers,—there are many 
cafes which it may not reach,— 
wherein vicious men may feem to — 
enjoy their portion of this life,—and - 
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live as happy, and fall into as few 
‘troubles as other men :—and, there- 
fore, it is prudent not to lay more 
ftrefs upon this argument than it will 
bear :—but always remember to call 
into our aid, that great and more 
unanfwerable argument, which will 
anfwer the moft doubtful cafes which 
can be ftated,—and that is, certainty 


of a future life, which chriftianity 


has brought to light.—However men 
may differ in their opinions of the 
ufefulnefs of virtue for our prefent 
purpofes,—no one was ever fo ab- 
furd, as to deny it ferved our beft 
and our laft intereft,—when the little 
interefts of this life were at an end :— 
upon which confideration we. fhould 
always lay the great weight which it 
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is fitteft to bear, as the ftrongeft ap- 
peal, and moft unchangeable motive 
that can govern our actions, at all 
times.— However, as every good ar- 
gument on the fide of religion fhould 
in proper times be made ufe of,— 
it is fit fometimes to examine this, — 
by proving virtue is not even defti- 
tute of a prefent reward,—but car- 
ries in her hand a fufficient recom- 
pence for all the felf-denials fhe may 
occafion :—fhe is pleafant in the 
way,—as well as in the end ;—her 
ways being ways of pleafantnefs, and 
all her paths peace.—But it is her 
greateft and moft diftinguifhed 
glory,—that fhe befriends us here- 
after, and brings us peace at the 

laft 5 
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laft ;—-and this is a portion fhe can 

never be difinherited of,—which may | 
God of his mercy grant us all, for | 
the fake of Jefus Chritt. 


« 
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Our Converfation in Heaven. 


SERMON IL. 
PHILIPPIANS lll. 20. — ift Part. 


For our converfation is in beaven. 


HESE words are the conclu- 

fion of the account which St. 

Paul renders of himfelf, to juftify 
that particular part of his conduct 
and proceeding,—his leaving {fo 
ftraneely, and deferting his Jewith 
rites and ceremonies, to which he 
was known to have been formerly fo 
much attached, and in defence of 
_ which he had been fo warmly and fo 
remarkably engazed. This, as it had 
been matter of provocation againft 
him 
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him amongft his own countrymen 
the Jews, fo was it no lefs an occa- 
fion of furprize to the Gentiles ;— 
that a perfon of his great character, 
intereft and reputation,—one who 
was. defcended from a tribe.of Ifrael, 
deeply fkilled in the profeffions, and 
_ gealous in the objervances of the 
firaiteft fe& of that religion, who had 
their tenets inftilled into him from 
his tender years, under. the inftitu- 
tion of the ableft mafters ;—a Pha- 
rifee himfelf,—the fon of a Pharifee, 
and. brought up: at the feet of Ga-_ 
maliel,—one that was fo deeply in- 
terefted, and an acceffary in the per- 
fecution of another religion, juft then 
newly come up ;—a religion to which 
his whole feét, as well-as himfelf, had 
7 3 been 


SERMON IL gt’ 


_ been always: the bittereft and moft 
invettrate enemies, and were con- 
ftantly upbraided as fuch, by the 
 firft founder of it ;—that a perfon fo 
befet, and hem’d in with interefts 
and prejudices on all fides, fhould 
after all turn profelyte to the very 
religion he had hated ;—a. religion 
too, under the moft univerfal con- 
tempt of any then in the world,—the 
chiefs and leaders of it men of the | 
Joweft birth and education, without. 
any advantages of parts or learning, 
ar other endowments to recommend 
them:—that he fhould quit and. 
abandon all his former privileges, to 
become merely a fellow-labourer with 
thefe,—that he fhould give up the 
reputation he. had acquired amongtt- 

his 


his brethren by the ftudy and labours 
of a whole life ;—that he fhould give 
up his friends,—his relations and 
family, from whom he eftranged afd. 
banifhed himfelf for life ;—this was 
an event fo very eXtraordinary,—{o 
odd and unaccountable,—that it might 
well confound the minds of men to 
anfwer for it.—It was not to be ac- 
counted for upon the common rules 
and meafures of proceeding in hu- 
man life.— 


The apoftle, therefore, fince no 
one elfe could fo well do it for him, 
comes, in this chapter, to give an ex- 
planation why he had thus forfaken 
. fo many worldly advantages,——which 
was owing to a greater and atore 

a) uncon- 
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unconquerable affection to a better 
and more valuable intereft,—that in 
the poor perfecuted faith,—which he 
had once reproached and deftroyed,— 
he had -now found fuch a fullnefs of 
divine grace,--fuch unfathomable 
depths of God’s infinite mercy, and 
love towards mankind, that he could 
think nothing too much to part with 
in order to his embracing chrifti- 
anity ;—nay, he accounted all things 
but lofs,—that is, lefs than nothing, 
for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Jefus Chrift. 


The alia ‘fies this apology for 
himfelf,—proceeds, in the fecond verfe | 
before the text, to give avery dif- 
ferent reprefentation of the worldly 
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views and fenfual principles of other 
pretending teachers,—who ‘had {fet 
themfelves up.as an.example for men 
to walk by, .againft whom:he renews 
this caution:—For many ‘walk, of 
_ whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they 

are the enemies. to the crofs of 

Chrift,—whofe end .1s deftrution,— 

whofe God is their belly, and whofe 

glory is in their fhame, who mind 

, earthly things,---Ppeveles,---relifh them, 
making them the only object oftheir 

wifhes,—taking aim at nothing bet- 

ter, and nothing higher.—But our 

converfation, fays he .in the text, is 

in heaven. —We chriftians, who have 

embraced a perfecuted faith, are go- 

verned by other confiderations,— 

Bb... shave 
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have greater and nobler views ;—here | 
we confider ourfelves only as_pil- 
grims and ftrangers.—Our home is ih 
another country, where we are continu- 
ally tending; ‘there our hearts and af- 
fections are placed; and when ‘the few 
days of our pilgrimage hall be over, 
there fhall we returh, where a quiet 
habitation and a perpetual reft is de- 
figned and prepared for us for ever.— 
Our converfation js in heaven, from 
whence, fays he, we alfo look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who | 
fhall change our vile body, that ic 
may be fafhioned hike unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working | 
- whereby he is able to fubdue all 
things unto bim.—lIt is obfervable, 
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that St. Peter reprefents the ftate of 
_ chriftians under the fame image, of 
ftrangers on earth, whofe city and 
proper home, is heaven:—he makes 
ufe of that relation of citizens of 
heaven, as a ftrong argument for a 
pure and holy life,—befeeching them 
as pilgrims and ftrangers bere, as 
. men whofe interefts and connections 
are of .fo fhort a date, and fo trifling 
a nature,—to abftain from fiefhly 
lufts, which war againft the foul, that 
is, unfit it for its heavenly country, 
and give it a difrelifh to the enjoy- 
ment of that pure and fpiritualized 
happinefs, of which that region muft 
confift, wherein there fhall in no wife 
enter any thing that defileth, neither 


s e ¢ 
_whatfoeyer worketh abomination.— 
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“The apoftle tells us, that without ho- 
linefs no man fhall fee God ;—by 
which no doubt he means, that a 
virtuous life is the only medium of 
- happinefs and terms of falvation,— 
which can only give us admiffion into 
heaven.—But fome of our divines 
carry the affertion further, that with- 
out holinefs,—without fome previous 
fimilitude wrought in the faculties of 
the mind, correfponding with the 
nature of the pureft of beings, who 
is to be the object of our fruition 
hereafter ;—that it -is not morally _ 
only, but phyfically impoffible for it 
_ to be happy,—and that an impure 
and polluted foul, is not only un- 
worthy of fo pure a prefence as the 
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fpirit of God, but even incapable of 
enjoying it, could it be admitted. 


And here, not to. feign a long hy- 
pothefis, as fome have done, of a 
finner’s being admitted into heaven, 
with a particular defcription of his 
condition and behaviour there,—we 
need only confider, that the fupreme 
good, like any other good, is of a 
relative nature, and confequently the 
enjoyment of it muft require fome 
qualification in the faculty, as well — 
as the enjoyment of any other good 
does ;—there muft be fomething an- 
_ tecedent in the difpofition and tem- 
per, which will render that good a 
good to that individual,—otherwife 
though (it 1s true) it may be pof- 

feffed,— 
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{effled,—yet it never can be en: 


joyed.—. 


Preach ‘to. a: voluptuous - epicure, 


who knows of no other happinefs in: 


this world, but what arifes from good 
eating and drinking;—fuch a. one, 
in the apoftle’s language, whofe.God 


was his belly ;—preach to him of the- | 
abftractions- of. the foul, teH of its. 
flights, and brifker motion in the- 
pure. regions of. inmenfity ;-—repre-. 


fent to him that faints and angels eat 


not,—bur. that the fpirit.of a.man. 


lives for ever upon wifdom and holi- 


nefs, and heavenly contemplations :— . 
why, the only effe& would be, that. 
the fat glutton would ftare a while 
upon the preacher, and: in a few: 
D 4. minutess — 
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~ minutes fall fak afleep.—No; if you 
would catch his attention, and make 
him take in your difcourfe greedily,— 
you muft preach to him out of the 
Alcoran,—talk of the raptures of fen- 
fual enjoyments, and of the pleafures 
of the perpetual feafting, which Ma- 
homet has defcribed;—there you 
touch upon a note which awakens 
_ and Gnks into the inmoft receffes of - 
his foul ;—without which, difcourfe 
as wilely and abftractedly as you will | 
of heaven, your reprefentations of it, 
however glorious and exalted, will 
pafs like the fongs of melody over 
an ear incapable of difcerning the 
diftinétion of founds.— | 


We 
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We fee, even in the common inter- 
courfes of fociety,—how tediotis it | 
is to be in the company of a perfon 
whofe humour is difagreeable to our 
own, though perhaps in all other 
refpects of the greateft worth and ex- 
cellency.—How then can we ima- 
gine that an ill-difpofed foul, whofe 
converfation never reached to’ hea- 
ven, but whofe appetites and defires, 
to the laft hour, have grovel’d upon 
this unclean fpot of earth how 
‘can we imagine it fhould hereafter 
take pleafure in God, or be able to 
tafte joy or fatisfaction from his pres 
fence, who is fo infinitely pure, that 
he even putteth no truft in his 
faints,—nor are the -heavens them- 
felves (as - fays) clean in his 

fight— 
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fight.—The confideration of this.has: 
led fome writers fo far, as to fay, 
with fome degree of irreverence in | 
the expreffion,—that it. was not in 
the power of God. to make a.wicked. 
man happy, if the foul was feparated . 
from the body, with all its vicious. 
habits and inclinations unreformed;— 
which thought, a very able divine in. 
— our church has. purfued fo far, as to 
declare his belief,—that could the 
happieft manfion in. heaven be fup- 
_pofed to be. allotted to a grofs and 
polluted fpirit, it would be. fo far 
from being happy. in it, that it would 
do penance there to.all eternity :— 
by which he meant, it would carry 
fuch appetites along with it, for 
which there. could be found no. fuitr 

| able. 
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able. objects.—A fufficient caufe for 
con{ftant tarment ;—for thofe. that it 
found there, would be fo difpropor- 
tioned, that. they would rather vex 
and upbraid it, than fatisfy its wants. — 
This, it is true, is mere {peculation,— 
and what concerns us not to know ;—= 
it being enough for our purpofe, that 
fuch an. experiment is never likely 
to be tried,—that we ftand upon 
different terms with God,—that a 
virtuous life is the foundation of. all 
our happinefs,—that as God has no 
pleafure in wickednefs, neither thall 
any evil dwell with him ;—and that, 
if: we expect. our.happinefs to be in 
heaven,—we muft have our conver- 
fation in heaven, whilft upon earth,— 
make it the frequent fubject of. our 
thoughts. 
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thoughts and meditations,—let every 
ftep we take tend that way,—every 
action of our lives be conducted by 
that great mark of the prize of our 
high-calling, forgetting thofe things — 
which are behind ;—forgetting this 
world,---difengaging our thoughts and 
affections from it, and thereby tranf- 
forming them to the likenefs of what _ 
we hope to be hereafter.—How can 
we expect the inheritance of the 
faints of light, upon other terms 
than what they themfelves obtained 
it -— 


Can that body expect to rife and 
fhine in glory, that is a flave to luft, 
or dies in the fiery purfuit of an im- 
pure defire ? Can that heart ever be- 

> come 
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come the lightfome feat of peace and 
joy, that burns hot as an oven with 
anger, rage, envy, luft, and ftrife ? 
full of wicked imaginations, fet only 
to devife and entertain. evil ? 


Can that flefh appear in the laft 
day, and inherit the kingdom of 
heaven in the glorified ftrength of 
perpetual youth, that is now clearly 
- confamed in intemperance,—finks in 
the furfeit of continual drunkennefs_ 
and gluttony, and then tumbles intg 
the grave, and almoft pollutes the 
- ground that is under it?+~Can we 
reafonably: fuppofe,: that head fhall 
ever wear or become the crown of 
righteoufnefs and peace, in which 
dwells nothing but craft and avarice, 
“4 ; _ deceit 
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deceit and fraud and treachery,—i= 
which is always plodding upon 
worldly defigns, racked with ambi- 
‘tion,—rent afunder with difcord,— 
ever delighting in mifchief to others, 
and unjuft advantages to itfelf ?——Shall 
that tongue, which is the glory of a 
man when rightly directed,—be ever 
fet to ‘God’s heavenly praifes, and 
warble forth the harmonies of the 
bleffed, that is now fulf of curfing 
and bitternefs, backbiting and flan- 
der, under which is ungodlinefs and 
vanity and the poifon ‘of afps? 


Can ‘it enter into our hearts even 
to hope, tliat thofe hands can ever 
receive the reward of righteoufneds, 
that are full of blood, laden ‘with 
| : | the 
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‘the wages of iniquity, of theft, rapin, 
violence, extortion, or other unlawful 
pain? or that thofe feet fhall ever 
be beautiful upon the mountains of 
light and joy, that were never fhod 
for the preparation of the gofpel,— 
that have run quite out of the way 
of God’s word,—and made hatte 
only to do evil ?—no furely.—In this 
fenfe,—he that is unjuft, let him be 
unjutt ftill,—and he which is filthy, 
Jet him be filthy ftll. 


‘How ‘inconfiftent the whole body 
of fin is, with the glories of the ce- 
leftial body ‘that fhall be revealed 
hereafter,—and that in proportion — 
as we fix the reprefentation of thefe 
glories upon our minds, and in the - 

more> 
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more. numerous particulars we do 
it,—the ftronger the neceffity as weil 
as perfuafion to deny ourfelves all — 
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, to live 
foberlv, righteoufly and godly in this 
 prefent world, as the only way to 
entitle us to that bleffednefs fpoken 
of in the Revelations—of thofe. who 
do his commandments, and have a 
right to the tree of life, and thal 
"enter into the gates of the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
falem, and to an innumerable com- 
_ pany of angels s—to the general af- 
fembly and church of the firft-born, 

that are written in heaven, and to 
- God the judge of all, and to the fpi- 
- tits of juft men made perfect,—who 
have wafhed their robes, and made 


them = 


' 
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them white in the blood of the 
lamb.— 


May God give us grace to live 
under the perpetual influence of this 
expectation, —that by the habitual 
impreffion of thefe glories upon our 
imaginations, and the frequent fend- 
ing forth our thoughts and employ- - 
ing them on the other world,—we 
may difentangle them from this,—and_- 
by fo having our converfation in 
heaven whilft we are here, we may 
be thought fit ihhabitants for it here- 
after ;—that when God at the laft 
day fhall come with thoufands and 
ten thoufands of his faints to judge | 
the world, we may enter with them 
into happinefs, and with angels and 
- Vou..V. E arch- 
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arch-angels, and all the company of 
heaven, we may praife and magnify 
his glorious name, and enjoy his pre- 
fence for ever. Amen. 


SER- 
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Defcription of the World. 


SERMON II. 


2 PETER ill. II. 


‘Seeing then, that all thefe things fhall 
be diffolved,—what manner of per- 

fons ought ye to be in all boly con- 
verfation and godline/s ? looking and 
haftening unto the coming of God, 


HE fubjeé&t upon which St. 
Peter is difcourfing in this 
chapter, is the certainty of Chrift’s. 
coming to judge the world ;—and the _ 
words of the text are the moral ap- | 
plication he draws from the repre- 
fentation he gives of it,—in which, | 
in anfwer to the cavils of the {coffers 
| E 3 in 
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in the latter days, concerning the 
delay of his coming —he tells them, 


that God is not locke’ concerning his 
promifes, as fome men count flack- 


nefs, Dut is long. fuffering to us_ 
ward ;—that the day of the Lord will 


come asa thief in the night, in which 
the Leavens foall pafs away with a 
great noife, and the elements fhall melt 


with fervent heat, the earth alfo, and ~ 


the works that are therein foall be burnt 


up.-—Seeing then, fays he, all thefe 


things fhall be diffolved, what man- 
ner of perfons ought ye to be in all 
holy converfation and godlinefs >— 


Theinference is unavoidable,—at leatt 


in theory, however it fails in prac- 
"tice ;—-how widely thefe two differ, 
I intend to make the fubject of rhis 

difcourte ; 
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‘difcourfe ; and though it is a melan- 
choly comparifon, to confider, ‘ what 
manner of perfons we really are,’ with 
¢ what manner of perfons we ought to 
be,’ yet as the knowledge of the one, is 
at leaft one ftep towards the improve- | 
ment in the other,—the parallel will 
not be thought to want its ufe. 


Give me leave, therefore, in the 
firft place, to recall to your obferva- 
tions, what kind of world it is we 
live in, and what manner of perfons. 
we really are. | 


"Secondly, and in oppofition to this, 
I fhall make ufe of the apoftle’s ar- 
gument, and from a brief reprefen- ’ 
tation of the chriftian religion, and 
the obligations it lays upon us, fhew, 

In 4 what 
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what thanner of perfons we ought to 
be in all holy converfation and god- 
linefs, looking for and-haftening unto 
the coming of the day of God. 


Whoever takes a view of the world 
will, I fear, be able to difcern, but 
very faint marks of this character, 
either upon the looks or actions of 


its inhabitants.—Of all the ends and’ 


purfuits we are looking for, and haften- 
ing unto,—this would be the leaft 
fofpected,—for without running into 
that old declamatory cant upon the 
wickednefs of the age,——we may fay 
within the bounds of tru:h,—that 
there is as little influence from this 
principle which the apoftle lays ftrefs 
en, and as little fenfe of religion,x— 

aS 
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as {mall a fhare of virtue (at leaft as 
little of the appearance of it) as can: 
be fuppofed to exift at all in a country 
where it is countenanced by the 
ftate.—The degeneracy of the times, 
has been the common complaint of 
many ages :—how much we exceed 
our forefathers in this, is known alone 
to that God who trieth the hearts.— 
But this we may be: allowed to urge 
in their favour, they ftudied at leaft 
to preferve the appearance of vir- 
tue ;—publick vice was branded with 
publick infamy, and obliged to hide 
its head in privacy and retirement. 
The fervice of God was regularly 
attended, and religion not expofed to 
the reproaches of the fcorner. 


9 How 
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How the cafe ftands with us at 
prefent in each of thefe particulars, it 
_is grievous to report, and perhaps un- 
-- acceptable to religion herfelf; yet as 
this is a feafon wherein it is fit we 
fhould be told of our faults, let us 
for a moment impartially confider 
the articles of this charge. 


And firft, concerning the great 
article of religion, and the influence 
it has at prefent upon the lives and 
behaviour of the prefent times;— © 
concerning which I have faid, that if 
we are to truft appearances, there is 
as little as. can well be fuppofed to 
exift at all in a chriftian country.— 
Here I fhall fpare exclamations, and 
avoiding all common place railing 

upon 
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upon the fubje&t, confine myfelf to 
facts, fuch as every one who looks. 
out into the world, and makes any 
obfervations at all, will vouch for me.. 


Now whatever are the degrees of 
real religion amongft us,—whatever 
they are, the appearances are {trong 
again{t the charitable fide of the 
queftion— 


If religion is any where to be 
found, one would think it would be 
~ amoneft thofe of the higher rank in - 
life,, whofe education and opportu- 
nities of knowing its’ great impor- 
tance, fhould have brought them over 
to its intereft, and rendered them as 
firm in the defence of it, as eminent 

im 
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in its example.—But if you examine 
the fa@, you will almoft find it a teft 
of a politer education and mark of 
more fhming parts, to know nothing, 
and indeed, care nothing at all about 
it:—or if the fubject happens to 
_ engage the attention of .a few of the 
more fprightly wits,—that it ferves 
no other purpofe, but that of being 
made merry at, and of being re-. 
ferved, as a ftanding jeft to enliven 
difcourfe, when converfation fickens 
upon their hands.— 


This is too fore an evil not to be 
obferved amongft perfons of all ages, 
in what is called higher life; and fo 
early does the contempt of this great 
concern begin to fhew itfelf—that it is 

no 
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no uncommon thing to hear perfons 
difputing againft religion, and raifing 
cavils againft the Bible, at. an age 
when fome of them would be hard 
fet to read a chapter in it.—And I 
may add, that of thofe whofe ftock in 
knowledge is fomewhat larger, that for 
the moft part it has fcarce any other 
foundation to reft on but the finking 
credit of traditional and fecond-hand 
objections againft revelation, which 
had they leifure to read, they would 
find anfwered and confuted a thoufand 
times over.—But this by the way.— 


If we take a view of thé pub- 
lic worfhip of Almighty God, and. 
obferve in what manner it is rever-_ 
enced by perfons in this rank of life, 
whofe duty it is to fet an exam- 

ple 
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ple to the poor and ignorant, we {hail 
find concurring evidence upon this 
melancholy argument—of a general 

ewant of all outward demontftration of 
a fenfe of our duty towards God, as if 
, religion was a bufinefs fit only to em- 
ploy tradefmen and mechanics—and 
the falvation of our fouls, a concern 
utterly below the confideration of a 


perfon of figure and confequence.— 


J thall fay nothing at prefent of the 

Jower ranksof mankind—thoughthey 
have not yet got into the fafhion of 
laughing at religion, and treating it 
with {corn and contempt, and I be- 
lieve are too ferious a fet of creatures 
ever to come into it; yet we are not 
to imagine but that the contempt 
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it is held in by thofe whofe examples 
they are too apt to imitate, will in 
time utterly fhake their principles, 
and render them, if not as prophane, 
- at leaft as corrupt as their betters.— 
. When this event happens—and we 
begin to fee/ the effects of it in our 
dealings with them, thofe who have 
done the mifchief will find the necef- 
fity at laft of turning religious in 
their own defence, and for want of a 
better principle, to fet an example of 
piety and good morals for their own 
intereft and Convenience: 


Thys much for the languifhing 
{tate of religion in the prefent age ;— 
in virtue and good morals perhaps ihe 
account may ftand higher——_ 
: Let 
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Let us enquire 


And here; I acknowledge, that ari 
unexperienced man, who heard how 
loudly we all talked in behalf of virtue 
and moral honefty, and how unani- 
" mous we were all in our cry.againft © 
vicious characters of ail denomina- 
tions, would be apt haftily to con- 
clude, that the whole world was in an 
uproar about it—and that there was 
fo general a horrour and deteftation 
of vice amongft us, that mankind 
were all affociating together to hunt 
it out of the world, and give it ‘no 
quarter.—This I own would be a na- 
tural conclufion for any one who only. — 
trufted his ears upon this fubject.— . | 
But as matter of fact is allowed better. 

evidence 
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evidence than hear-fay—let us {€e in 


the prefent how: the one caie is con- 
tradiéted by the otker.—— 


However vehement we approve 
ourfelves in difcourfe againft vice—I 
believe no one is ignorant that the re- 
ception it actually meets with is very 
different—the conduét and behaviour 
of the world is fo oppofite to their . 
language, and all we hear fo contra- 
dicted by what we fee, as to leave 
‘Tittle rogpm to queftion which fenfe - 

we are to truft. | 


~ Look, I befeech you, amongft thofe 
“whofe higher ftations are made a 
fhelter for the liberties rhey take, 
you will fee, that no man’s charaéter 
‘Vet. V.- F 18 


66 ‘SERMON Ill. 


: iS fo, infamous, nor any woman’s. fo 
abandoned, as not to be vifited and 
‘admitted freely into all companies, 
-and, if the party can’ pay for it, even — 
publicly to be courted, careffed, and 
flattered. —If this will not overthrow 
the credit of our virtue,—take a fhort 
view of the general decay of it, from 
the fafhionable excefies of the age,— 
in favour of which there feems to 
be formed fo ftrong a party, that a 
man of fobrigty, temperante, and 
regularity, fcarce knows how to ac- 
commodate himfelf to the fociety he 
* Jives in,—and is oft as much at a lofs 
how and where to difpofe of . him- 
felf ;—and unlefs you fuppofe a mix, 

ture ‘of conftancy: in his’ temper, it it 
s great odds but fuch a.one would — 


2 be 
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be ridiculed, and laughed out of his 
fcruples and his virtue at the fame 
time ;—to fay nothing of occafionak 
rioting, chambering and wanton- 
nefs—Confider how many public 
markets are eftablifhed merely for the 
fale of virtue,—where the manner of 
going, too fadly indicates the inten- 
tion ;—-and the difguife each is under, 
not only gives power fafely to drive: 
on the bargain, but too often tempts 
to carry it into execution too.— 


‘This fipning under difguife, I own, 
feems ta carry fome appearance of a: 


fecrer homage to virtue and decorum, 


and might he. acknomledged:asfuch,. 
was it noc the aaly: public’ inftance 
the, word feerris. ta give of it:-—In. 

F 2 other 
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ilies cafes, a juft fenfe of fhame 
feems a matter of fo little concern, 
that inftead of any regularity of be- 
haviour, you fee thoufands who are. 


tired with the very form of ‘it, and. 


who at length have even thrown the 
mafk of it afide, as a-ulelef$ piece of 
incumbrance.—This I believe will. 
need no evidence, it is too evidently. 


feen in the open liberties taken every.” 


day, in defiance (not to fay of reli-, 
gion) but of decency and common. 


good manners ;—fo that it is no un- . 
~ common thing - to: behold’ vices, 


which heretofore were committed’ 
only in dark ‘corners, now openly: 
fhew their face in broad day, and oft. 
times with fuch an air of triumph, as’ 
if the * Party thought he was doing” 

himfelf 


ir 
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himfelf honour,—or that he thought 
the deluding an unhappy creature, 
and the keeping her in a ftate of guilt, 


was as neceflary. a piec¢ of gran- 


deur as the keeping an equipage,— 
and did him as much credit as any 
éther appendage of his fortune.—: 


_-If we pafs on from the vices to 
the indecorums of the age (which is 
a fofter name for vices) you will 
fcarce fee any thing, in what is called 


higher life, but what befzeaks a ge- 


neral relaxation of .all order and dil- , 
cipline, in which ovr opinions as. 
well.as manners feem to be fet loofe 
from. all reftraints ;—ant, in truth, 
from all ferious reflections. too :— 
and one may venture to fay, that. 
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gaming and extravaganee, to the utter 
ruin of the greateft eftates,—minds 
diffipated with diverfions, and heads 
giddy with a perpetual rotation of 
them, are the moft general characters 
to be met with; and though one | 
would expect, that at leaft the more 
folenin feafons of the year, fet apart 
for the contemplation of Chrift’s fuf- 
ferings, fhould give fome check and 
interruption to them, yet what ap- 
pearance is there ever amongft: us, 
that it is fo ;—what one alteration 
does it make in the courfe of things 4 
Is not the doétrine of mortification 
infulted by the fame luxury of enter- 
tainments at our tables ?—is hot the 
fame order of diverfions perpetually 
returning, and fcarce any thing elfe 

thought 
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thought of ?—does not the fame 
levity in drefs, as well as difcourfe, 
thew itfelf in perfons of all ages? I 
fay of all ages, for it is no {mall ag- 
eravation of the corruption of our 
morals, that age, which by its autho- 
rity was once able to frown youth 
into fobriety and better manners, and 
keep them within bounds, feems 
but too often to lead the way,—and 
by their unfeafonable example give a 
‘countenance to follies and weaknefs, 
which youth is but too apt to run 
into without fuch a recommendation. 
_ —Surely age,—which is but one re- 
move from death, fhould have no- 
thing about it, but what looks like a 
decent preparation for it.—In purer’ 
times it was the cafe,—but now,— 


| grey 


2° SERMON EL. 


grey hairs themfelves fcarce ever ap- 
pear, but in the high mode and 
-flanting garb of youth,—with heads 
as full of pleafure, and cloaths as 
ridiculoufly, and as much in. the 
fafhion, as the perfon who wears them 
is ufually grown out of it :—upon. 
which article give me leave to make 
a fhort refleGlion ; which is this, that 
whenever the eldeft equal the youngeft 
in the vanity of their drefs, there is. 
no reafon to be given for it, but that. 
they equal them, if not furpafs them, 
in the vanity of their defires.— 


_ But this by the by.— 
Though in truth the obfervation 


~ falls in with the main intention of 
| this 
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this difcourfe.—which is not framed 
to flatter our follies, or touch them 
with a light hand,. but plainly to 
point them out ; that by recalling to 
your mind, what manner of perfons 
we really are, I might better lead 
you to the apoftle’s inference, | of 
what manner of perfons ye ought to 
be, in all holy converfation and god- 
linefs? looking for, and haftening: 

unto the coming of the day of God.— 


_ The. apoftle, in the concluding . 
verfe of this argument, exhorts, that 
they who look for fuch things be 
diligent, that they be found of him 
in peace, without fpot, and blame- 
lefs ;—and one may conclude with 
him, that if the hopes or fears, either 

the 
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the reafon or the paffions of men 
.are to be wrought upon at all, it” 
routt be from the force and influence 
of this awakening confideraticn in 
the text :—*‘ That all thefe things 
fhall be diffolved,—that this vain 
and perifhable fcene muft change, 
that we who now tread the ftage, 
muft fhortly be fummoned away ;— - 
that we are creatures but of a day, 
haftening unto the place from whence 
we fhall return no more ;—that whiltt 
we are here,—our condu¢t and beha- 
viour is minutely obferved ;—that 
there is a Being about our paths and 
about our beds, whofe omnifcient 
eye {pies out all our ways, and takes 
a faithful record of all the paffages 
of our lives;—that thefe volumes 

| | Shall. 
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fhall be produced and opened, and 


men fhall be judged out of the things 
that are written in them ;—that with- 
eut refpect of perfons, we fhall be 
made accountable for our thoughts, 
our words and actians to this greateft 
and beft of Beings, before whofe 
-judgment-feat we muft finally ap- 
pear, and receive the things done in 
the body, whether they are good, or 
whether they are bad.— 7 


That to add to the terror of it,— 
this day of the Lord will come upon 
us like a thief in the night ;—of that 
hour no one knoweth ;—that we are 
not fure of ifs being fufpended one 
day or one hour ; or, what is the fame 
cafe,—that we are ftanding upon the. 


edge 
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edge of a precipice, with nothing 
but the fingle thread of human life 
to hold us Up ,—and that if we fall 
unprepared in this thoughtlefs ftate, 
we are loft, and muft perifh for 
evermore. — | 


- What manner of perfons we ought 
to be, upon thefe principles of our 
religion, St. Peter has told us, in alt 
holy converfation and godlinels ;— 
and I fhall only remind, how dif-.- 
ferent a frame of mind, the looking 
for, and haftening unto the coming: 
-of God, under fuch a life, is, from’ 
that of fpending our days in vanity, 
and our years in pleafure.— | 


_Give me leave, therefore, to con- 
clude in that merciful warning, which | 
eur 
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our Saviour, the judge himfelf, hath 
piven us, at the clofe of the fame 


exhortation.— 


Take heed to yourfelves, left at 
any time your hearts be over-charged 
with furfeiting, and drunkennefs, and 
the cares of this life ;—and fo that 
day come upon you unawares ;—for 
as a {nare fhall it cqme upon all that 
dwell onthe face of the whole earth.— 
Watch therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to 
efcape all thefe’things that thall come 
to pafs, and to ftand before the Son 
of man. Which may God of his 
mercy grant, through Jefus Chrift. 
Amen. | 
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ST. PETER’s Charaéter. 


SERMON IV. 
Acts iii. 12, 
And when Peter faw tt, be anfwered 
unto the people, Ye men of Ifrael, why 
- marvel ye af this? or why look ye fo 
earneftly on us, as though by our own 


power or bolinefs we bad made this 
man to walk? 


HESE words, as the text tells 

us, were {poke by St. Peter, on 

the occafion of his miraculous cure 
: of the lame man, who was laid at the . 
gate of the temple, and, in the begin- 
ning of this chapter, had ‘afked an. 
alms of St. Peter and St. John, as 
Vou. V. G they 
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they went up together at the hour of 


prayer. s—on whom St. Peter faften- 
ing his eyes, as in the 4th verfe, and 


declaring he had no fuch relief to. 


give him as he expected, having nei- 


ther filver nor gold,—but that fuch 


as he had, the benefit of that divine 
power which he had received from 
his Mafter, he would impart to him,— 
he commands him forthwith, in the 
name of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, to 
~ rife up and walk.—And he took him 
by the hand and lifted him-up, and 
immediately his feet and ancle-bones 


received ftrength ; and he leaped up,. 
“ ftood and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, leaping and 


aie God,—_ 


It 


L 
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It feems he had been born lame, 
had paffed a whole life of defpair, 
without hopes of ever being reftored ; 
—fo that the immediate fenfe of 
ftrength and activity communicated 


‘to him at once, itr fo furprifing and 


unfought-for a manner, caft him into’ 
the tranfport of mind natural to a 
man fo benefited beyond his expecta- 
tien. —So that the amazing inftance | 
of a fupernatural power ;—the noto- _ 


riety of fact, wrought at the hour'of 


prayer ;—the unexceptionablenefs of 
the object, —that it was no impofture, 
—for they knew that it was he which 
fat for alms at the Beautiful gate of _ 
the temple s—the unfeigned expref- | 
fions of an enraptured heart almoft — 
befide itfelf, confirming the whole ;— - 
7 Ga the 


\ 
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the man that was healed, in the roth 
verfe, holding his benefactors, Peter : 
and John, entering. into the temple. 
- with them, walking and leaping, and _ 
ptaifing God ;—the great concourfe 
of people, drawn together by. this 
event, in the 11th verfe, for they, all 
ran unto them, intg the porch that 
was called .Solomon’s, greatly won- 
dering.—Sure never was fuch a fair 
opportunity for an ambitious mind , 
to have eftablifhed a character of fu- 
perior goodnels and power.—To a. 
man fet upon this world, who fought. 
his own praife and honour, what an 1n- 
vitation would it have been to have 
‘turned thefe circumftances to fuch. a 
purpofe ;—to have fallen in with the 
paffions of an aftonifhed and grateful - 
| city, 


- 
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city, prepoffeffed, from what had hap- 
pened, fo ftrongly in his favour al- 
ready, that little arc or management 
was requifite to have improved their | 
- wonder and’ good opinion into the 
_ highett reverence of his fanctity, awe 
of his perfon, or whatever other belief 
fhould be neceffary to feed his pride, 
or ferve fecret ends of glory and in- 
tereft.—A mind not fufficiently mbr- 
tified to the world, might have bcen 
tempted here to have taken the ho- 
nour due to God—and transferred it to 
himfelf.—He might—not fo—a dif- 
ciple of Chrift: for when Peter faw it, 
—when he faw the propenfity inthem 
to be mifled on this occafion,—he an- 
fwered and {aid unto the people, in the 
words of the text, —Ye men of Ifrael, 

a G 3 why 
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why marvel ye at this? or why look 
you fo earneftly on us, as though by 
“@ur own power and holinefs we had 
made this man to walk ?—the God of 
Abraham, and of Ifaac, and of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, hath glorified - 
his fon Jefus. - 


O holy, and bleffed apoftle ! 


How would thy meek and morti- 
fied fpirit fatisfy itfelf in uttering fo 
‘humble and fo juft a declaration ?— - 
‘What an honeft triumph wouldft thou 
-tafte the {weets of,—in thus con- 
quering thy paffion of vain glory,— 
keeping down thy pride,—difclaim- 
ing the praifes which fhould have fed : 
it, by telling the wondering fpeéta- 
ce e * tors, 


> 4 
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tors, It was not thy dwn power,—it 
was not thy own holinefs, which had 
wrought this,—thou being of like 
paffions and infirmities ;—but that it 
was the power of. the God of Abra- - 
ham,—the holinefs of thy dear Lord, 
whom they crucified, operating by 
faich through thee, who-waft but an 
inftrument in his hands. —If thus ho- 
neftly dechning honour, which the 
o¢cafion fo amply invited thee to 
take ;—if this would give more fatis- 
faction to a mind like thine, than the 
Joudeft praifes of a miftaken people, | 
what true rapture would be added to 
it from the reflection,—that in this 
inftance of felf-denial—thou hadft not 
only done well,—but, what was ftill a 


more endearing thought, -that thou. 
| Ghe - hadft | 


a! 
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badft been able to copy. the. example 
of thy divine Mafter, who, in no ac- 
tion of his life, fought ever his own 
praife, but on the contrary, declined: 
all ‘poffible occafions of it;—and in 
the only public inftance of honour - 
which he fuffered to be given him in 
his entrance into Jerufalem,—thou 
didft’ remember,—it was accepted 
with fuch a mixture of humility, chat 
_ the.predi&ion of the prophet was not 
more exactly fulfilled in the hofannas. 


"ef the multitude, than in the meek- 


nefs wherewith he received them,, 
 Jowly and fitting upon an afs.—How 
. eould-a difciple.fail of profiting by the - 
example of fo humble.a matter, whofe 
whole courfe of life was a particular 
leture to this virtue, and, in every 
7 _  Inftance 
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inftance of it, fhewed plainly he came 
not ‘to fhare the pride and glories of 
life, or gratify the earnal expeCtation 
of ambitious followers ; which, had he 
affected external pomp, he might | 
have accomplifhed, by engroffing, as 
he could have done by a word, all the 
riches of the world ; and by the fplen- 
dour of his court, and dignity of his 
perfon, had been greater than Solo- 
. mon in all his glory, and have at-, 
tracted the applaufe and admiration 
of the world -—this every difciple 
knew was in his power ;—fo that the 
meannefs of his birth,—the toils and 
poverty of his life,—the low: offices 
in which he was engaged, by preach- 
ing the gofpel to the poor—the num- 
berlefs dangers and inconveniences 

- attending 
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attending the execution,—were all vo- 
luntary.—This humble choice both 
of friends and family out of the 
meaneft ‘of the people,—amongft 
whom he appeared rather as a fervant 
than a matter, coming not, as he often 
told them, to be miniftered unto, but 
to minifter,—and as the prophet had 
foretold in that mournful defcription 
of him, having no form nor comeli- . 
—nefs, nor any beauty that we fhould 
defire him. — : 


How could a cainiple you'll iis 
reflect without benefit on this ami- 
able character, with all the other 
tender pathetic proofs of humility, 
which his memory would fuggeft had 
happened of a piece with it, in the | 

| | ' courfe 
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courfe of his mafter’s life ;—but par- 
ticularly at the conclufion and great 


cataftrophe of it,—at his crucifixion ; 


the impreffions of which could never 
be forgotten,—When a life full of 
fo many engaging inftances of humi- 
lity, was crowned with the molt en- 
dearing one of humbling himfelf to . 
the death of the crofs,—the death of 


a flave and a malefaCtor,—fuffering 


himfelf to be led like a lamb to the 


- flaughter,—dragged to Calvary with- 


out oppofition or complaint, and as 
a fheep before his fhearer. is quind 
opening not his mouth.— 


O bleffed Jefus ! wel might a dif- 


_ -ciple of thine learn of.thee to be meek 


and lowly of heart, as thou exhortedft 
them 
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~ them all, for thou waft meek and 
lowly :—well might they profit, 
when fuch a leffon was feconded by 
fuch an example !—Ic is not to be 
doubted what force this muft have 
had on the actions of thofe who were 
attendants and conftant followers of 
our Saviour on earth ;—faw the m¢ek- 
* gefs of his temper in the occurrences | 
cf his life, and the amazing proof of 
jt at his death, who, though he was 
able to call down legions of angels to 
his refcue, or by a fingle aét of omni- 
_ potence to have deftroyed his. ene- 
mies; yet fuppreffed his almighty 
power,—neither refented—or reveng- 
ed the indignity done him, but pa 
tiently fuffered himfelf to.be number- 

ed with the tranfgreffors.— | 


me {3 
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It could not well be otherwile, 
but that every eye-witnefs of this 
muft have been wrought upon, in 
fome degree, as the apoftle, to let 
‘the fame mind be in him which 
alfo was in Chrift Jefus—Nor will 
it be difputed how much of the ho- 
nour of St. Peter’s behaviour in the 
prefent tranfaction might be owing 
to the impreffions he received, on 
that memorable occafion of his Lord’s 
.death, finking ftill deeper, from the 
affecting remembrance of the many 
inftances his mafter had given. of this 
engaging virtue in the courfe of his 
life.— 


St. Peter certainly was of a warm 
and fenfible nature, as we may col-— 
lect 


/ 
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let from the facred writings,—a 
temper fitteft to receive all the ad- 
vantages which fuch impreffions could 
pive ;—and therefore, as it is a day 
and place facred to this great apoftle, 
it may not be unacceptable, if I 
engage the remainder of your time, 
in a fhort eflay upon his character, 
principally as ic relates to this par- 
ticular difpofition of heart, which is 
the fubject of the difcourfe.— 


‘This great apoftle was a man of 
diftmétion among the difciples, 
—and was one of fuch virtues . 
and qualifications, as feem’d to have 
recommended him more than the 
advantage of his years, or euew . 
ledge. — 

On 
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On his firft admiffion to our Savi- 
our’s acquaintance, he gave a mott 
evident teftimony that he was a man 
of real and tender goodnefs, when 
being awakened by the miraculous 
draught of the fifhes, as we read in the 


fifth of St. Luke, and knowing the . 


author muft neceffarily be from God, 
he fell down inftantly at his feet,— 
broke out into this humble and pious 
reflection ;—Depart from me, for I 
am a finful man, O Lord |—The 
cenfure, you will fay, expreffes him a 
finful man,—but fo to cenfure him- 
felf,—with fuch unaffeéted modefty, 
implies more , effectually than any 


thing elfe could,—that he was not: 


in the common fenfe of the. word,— 


a Ginful, but a good man, who, like. 


the 


t+ 
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‘the publican in the temple, was no 
defs juftified, for a felf-accufation ex- 
_ torted merely from the humility of 
a devout heart jealeus of its own im- 
perfections.— And though the words, 
depart from me, carry in them. the 
face of fear,—yet he who heard 
them, and knew the heart of the 
{peaker, found they carried in them 
a greater meafure of defire.—For 
Peter was not willing to be ditcharged 
from his new gueft, but fearing his 
unfitnefs to. accompany him, longed 
to be made more worthy of his con- 
verfation.—A meek and modeft dif- ; 
 truft of himfelf, feemed:to have had 
no {mall fhare, at thac ‘time, in his 
natural temper. and complexion ; and - 
though it would:be greatly improved, 
| wud’ 
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_and no doubt much better principled 
by the advantages on which I en- 
larged above, in his commerce and 
obfervation with his Lord and 
mafter,—yet it appears to have been 
an early and-diftinguifhing part of 
his character.—An inftance of this, 
‘though little in itfelf, and omitted 
-by the other evangelifts, is preferved 
by St. John, in his account of our 
_Saviour’s girding himlelf with a nap- 
-kin, and wafhing the difciples feet; 
to which office, not one of them is 
-reprefented as making any oppofi- 
tion: But when he caaie to Simon 
Peter,—the Evangelift tells, —Peter 
faid to him,—Dott Tou wath my 
feet? Jefus faid unto him, What I 
«do, thou knoweft not now, but fhalt 

Vou, V. HH know 
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know hereafter.—Peter faid to him,—- 
Thou fhalt never wath my feet.— 
Humility for a momenc triumphed ~ 
over’ his fubmiffion,—and he expof- 
tulates with him upon it, with all the. 
earneft and tender oppofition which 


_ ‘was natural to a humble heart, con-. 


founded with fhame, that his Lord: 
and mafter fhould infift to do fo 
mean and painful an at of fervitude 
to him.—= 


E would fooner fogm: a judgment 
_of a man’s temper from his behaviour 
on fuch: little occurrences of life, as 


-thefe, than: from the mere weighed — - 


and important adtions, where a man 
is more upon: his: guard ;—has. more 
— to difguife the, true dif- 

7 pourea 
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pofition of his heart,—and more 
temptation when difguifed. to. impofe 
it on others.—— 


This management was-no: past of 
Peter’s character, who, with all. the 
real and unaffected humility which 
he fhewed, was. poffeffed. of fuch a 
quick. fenfibility and promptnefs of 
nature, which utterly unfitted him 
for art and premeditation.,—though 
this particular caft of temper had its 
difadvantages, at the fame time, as 
it led him.to an _unreferved. difcovery 
of the opinions‘and prejudices of his 
heart, which he was wont to de- 
clare, -and fometimes in fo open and 
unguarded a manner, as expofed him 

.H2 te 
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to the fharpnefs of .a rebuke where: 
he could leaft bear it.— | 


I take notice of this, becaufe it ' 
will :help us in fome meafure to re- 
concile a feeming contradiction in his 
character, which sill naturally occur 
here, from confidering that great | 
and capital failing -of his life, when 
by a prefumptuous declaration of 
his own fortitude, le fell into the 
_ difgrace of denying his Lord ; in both ~ 
_ of which he acted fo oppofite to the 
character here given, that you will 
afk,~-How could fo-humble a man 
as you defcribe ever have been guilty 
of fo felf-fufficient and unguarded a 
vaunt, as that, though he fhould 
die with:his Mafter,—yet would he 

| not 
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not deny him ?—Or whence,—that fo- 
fincere and: honeft a man was. not 


_ better able to. perform: it >—~ 


The cafe was this —- 


-_ Our Lord, before he was betrayed; 


liad taken occafion to admonifh his 
difciples of the peril of lapfing,—tel: 
ling them, 31ft verfe,—All ye fhall- 


| be offended becaufe of me this 


night.—To which Peter: anfwering,. 
with a. zeal mix’d. with ‘too much. 
confidence,—That though all fhould 
be offended, yet will I never be 
offended s—to check this-truft in him- 
felf,-—our Saviour replies, that he im 
particular fould. deny him ¢brice.—- 


_ But Peter looking upon this moni- 


HT 32. tion: 
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tion no farther than as it implied a 
.xeproach to his faith, and his dove, 
and his courage ;—ftung ‘to the heart 
40 have them called in quettion by 
his Lord,—he haftily fummons them 
all up to form tis final refolution,— _ 
Though 1 fhould die with thee, yet 
will | not deny thee.—The refolve 
was noble and dutiful to the laft de- 
gree,—and I make no doubt as 
honeft a one—that is, both .as juk 
in the matter, and as ‘fincere in the 
.-jntention, as ever was made by any 
of mankinds—his character not fuf- 
fering us to imagine he made Hin a 
braving difimulation:—no ;—for he 
“proved himfelf fufficiently in earneft 
1 by -his ‘fubfequent behaviour in the 
= when jhe drew his. fword — 
| againgt 
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againft a whole band of men, and 
thereby made it appear, that he had 
Jefs concern for his own life, than he 
had for his matter’s fafety—How 
then came-his refolution to mifcarry ? 
—The reafon feems purely this :— 
Peter grounded the execution of it 
upon too much confidence .in him- 
felf,—doubted .not but his will was 
- in his power, whether God’s grace 
affifted him or not ;—furely thinking, 
_ that what he had courage'to refolve 
fo honeftly, he had likewife ability 
to.perform.—This was.his mifttake,— 
and though it was a very great one,— 
yet was in fome degree akin to a 
‘virtue,—as itfprung merely from:a 
eonfcioufnefs of his integrity and _ 
truth, and too adventurous a con- 
| | Ha cluSon - 
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clufion cf what they would enabie 
lim to perform, on the fharpeft en-- 
counters for his: Mafter’s fake :—fo 
_ that his failing in-this point, was bus: 
a confequence of this hafty and ill 


confidered refolve ;—and his Lord to. 
rebuke and punifh him for it, did ° 


no other.than leave him to his own: 


ftrength to perform it;—which, in- 
effect, was almoft the fame as leaving. 


him to the neceffity. of: not perform- 


Ing 1 at all—The. great apoftle had. 


not. confidered,. that he who precaw- 
‘tioned. him was the fearcher of: 
hearts,—aad needed not that any- 
- fhould teftify. of man, for he knew. 
what was in man:—he did net re-. 


-member, that his Lord-had faid bes: 


fore,—~ Without. me ye can do no- 
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thing ;—that the execution of all our: 
faculties were under the power of his. 
will:—he had forgot the knowledge: 
of this needful truth, on-this; one un-. 
happy juncture,—where he had fo. 


. great a temptation to the contrary,— 
though he was full of the perfuafion- 


in every other tranfaétion of his 
life,—but moft vifibly here in the 


" text,—-where he breaks forth in the: 


warm language of a heart {till over- 
flowing with remembrance of this: 
very miftake he had. once com-. 


"mitted ;—Ye men of.Ifrael, why mar- 
vel ye at this ?—as though by our own. 


power and holinefs we had wrought: 
this?——T he God of Abraham, of Ifaac,, 
and of Jacob,—the God of our fathers,. 
through faish in-his name hath made 

this. 
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' this man whole, whom ye fee and 
know— = 


“This is ‘the ‘beft anfwer I am able. 
‘to make to this objection againft the 


uniformity of the-apoftle’s character 


_ + which I have given :—upon which let 
it be added,—that-was no fuch apo- 
logy capable of being made in its 
behalf;—that the truth and regu- 
Jarity of a character is not, in juttice, 
to be looked upon as broken, from 
"any one ‘fingle att or omiffion 


_ which may feem a contradiction to it:. — 


—the beft of men appear fometimes 
to be flrange compounds of -contra- 
dictory qualities: and were the acci- . 
dental overfights and folly of the 
~ wifeft man,—the failings and imper- 
_ dedtions 
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fections of a religious man,—the hafty 
aéis and paffionate words of a meck 
man ;—were they to rife up in judg- 
ment againft them,—and an. ill-na- 
tured yudge be fuffered to mark in 


{ eo 
this manner what has been done 
‘amifs,—what character -fo unexcep- 


tionable as to be .able to ftand be- 
fore him ?—So that, with the candid 
allowances which the infirmities of a 
man may claim when he falls, through — 
furprize more :than a ‘premeditation, 
—one.may venture upon the whole 
to fum up Peter’s character in a few 
words.—Hle was a man fenfible in his 
nature,—of quick paffions, tempered 
with the greateft humility and moft | 
unaffected poverty of fpirit that-ever 


- ymet.in fuch a charaéter.—So that in 


the 
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the only criminal inftance of his life,. 
‘which I have fpoke to, you are ata lofs. 
which to admire moft ;—the tender-. 
~ Befs and fenfibility of his foul, in be- 
ing wrought upon to repentance by 
a look from Jefus;—or the uncom- 
- mon humility of it, which he teftified: 
_ thereupon, in the bitternefs of his for- 
row for what he had. done.—He was. 
_ence prefumptuous in- trufting to his. 
ewn ftrength; his general and true: . 
sharacter was that of the moft engag- 
ing meeknefs,—diftruftful of himfelf- 
and his abilities to the laft degree.—- 


He denied his mafter.—Biut in all 
inftances of his life, but that,. was: 
aman of the greateft truth and fins 


cerity ;—-to. which part of his cha. 
racter: 
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racter our Saviour has given an un- 
-deniable teftimony, in-conferring on 
-him the cymbolical name of Cephas, 
a rock, a name the moft expreflive 
-of conftancy and firmnefs.— 


He was a man of great love to his 
mafter,—and of no lefs zeal for his. 


religion, of which, from among many, 


I fhall take one inftance .out of St. 
John, with which I fhall conclude this 
-account.—Where, upon the defer-. 
tion of feveral other difciples,—our 
Saviour puts the queftion to the 
twelve,—Will ye alfo go away ?— 
Then, fays the text, Peter anfwered 
and faid,—Lord! whither fhall we 
go? Thou haft the words of eternal 
life,—and we believe, and know that 

6 thou 
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thou art Chrift the fon of God.— 
Now, if we look into. the gofpeli. we 


- find what our Saviour pronounced. on - 
this very confeffion.. 


Bleffed art thou, Simon Barjona, for 
flefh, and blood hath not revealed it 
unto-thee,—but my Father which is 
in heaven.— That our Saviour had the 
words of eternal life,—Peter was able 
to deduce from principles of natural 
reafon; becaufe reafon was able to 
judge from the internal marks of his 
dottrine, that it was worthy. God, and 
accommodated properly to- advance 
human nature and human happinefs. 
-—But for all this,—reafon could not 
infallibly determine that the meffen- 
get of this doctrine was. the Meffias, 

| the 
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the eternal fon of the living God :— 
to know this required an illumina- 
tion ;—and this illumination, I fay, 
feems to have been vouchfafed‘at that. 
inftant as a reward,—as would have- 
been. fufficient evidence by. itfelf of 


_ .the-difpofition of his hearna— 


T have now finifhed this fhort effay 
upon the character of St. Peter, not 
with.a loud panegyric upon the power: 
of his. keys, or a ranting encomium. 
upon fome monaftic qualifications, 
with which a-popifh pulpit would 
sing upon fuch. an occafion, without. 
doing much honour to the faint,. or 
good to the audience;—but have. 
drawn it with truth and fobriety, re- 
prefenting it as it was, as confifting 

of 
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.of virtues the moft worthy of imita- 

tion,—and grounded, not upon apo- 
__ -¢ryphal accounts and legendary inven- 
tions, the wardrobe from whence po- 
“pery dreffes out her faints .on thefe 
days,—but upon matters of fact in 
‘the facred Scriptures, in which all 
 «chriftians agree.—And fince I have 
-mentioned popery, I.cannot better con- 
-clude than by obferving, ‘how ill the 
{pirit and character of that churcli 
‘refetnbles that .particular part of St. 
‘Peter’s which has been made the fub- 
jet of this difcourfe.—Would one 
think that a church, which thrufts 
itfelf under this apoftle’s patronage, 
and claims her power under him, 
would prefume to exceed the degrees 
“of it which he acknowledged to pof- 
3 ’ fefs 
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fels himfelf—But how ill are your 
expectations anfwered, when inftead 
of the humble declaration in the text, | 
Ye men of Ifrael, marvel not at us, 
as if our own power and holinefs had 
wrought this ;—you hear a language 
and behaviour from the Romifh court, 
as oppofite to it as infolent words and 
actions can frame.— | 


So that inftead of, Ye men of Ifrael, 
marvel not at us,—Ye men of Ifrael, 
do marvel at us,—hold us in admira- 
tion :—Approach our facred pontiff, 
—(who is not only holy— but holinefs 
itfelf )}—approach his perfon with re- — 
verence, and deem it the greateft ho- 
nour and happinefs of your lives to 
Vou. V. ° fall 
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fall down before his chair, and be ad- 
mitted to kifs his feet.— _ 2 


Think not, as if it were not our. 
awn holinefs which merits all the ho- 
“mage you can pay us.—It 15 Our own 
holinefs,—the fuperabundance of it, 
of which, having more than we know 
what to do with ourfelves,—from 
works of fupererogation, we have 
transferred the furplus in ecclefiaftic — 
ware-houfes, and in pure zeal for the 
good of your fouls, have eftablifhed - 
- public banks of merit, ready to be 
drawn upon at all times— _ 


Think not, ye-men of Ifrael, or fay 
within yourfelves, that we are unpro- 
fitable fervants s—we have no gaod. 

works 
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works to fpare, or that if we had,— 
we cannot make this ufe of them ;— 
that we have no power to circulate 
our indulgencies,—and huckfter them . 
out, as we do, through all the parts 
of Chriftendom.—Know ye by thefe 
prefents, that it is our own power 
which does this;—the plenitude of 
our apoftolick power operating with 
our own holinefs that enables us to 
~ bind and loofe, as feems meet to us. 
on earth ;—to fave your fouls or de- 
liver them up to Satan, and as they 
pleafe or difpleafe, to indulge whole 
kingdoms at once, or excommunicate 
them all ;—binding kings in chains, 
and your nobles in links of iron.— 


IT2.- That 
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_.° That ‘we may never again feel the 
effects of fuch language and prin- 
ciples, —may God of his mercy grant ‘ 
us. Amen. — - | 


SERMON V. 


Thirtieth of January. 


I 3 
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Ezra 1x. 6, 7. 


And I faid, O my God, I am afhamed 
and blufh to lift up my face to thee, 
my God:—for our iniquities are in- 
creafed over our bead, and our tref- 
pafs is grown up unto the beavens.— 
Since the days of our fathers have 

ave been in a great trefpafs unto this 

day : 


HERE is not, I belive, 

& throughout all hiftory, an in- 
- ftance of fo ftrange and obftinately 
corrupt a people, as the Jews, of whom 
Ezra complains ;—for though, on one 
I 4 hand,— 
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hand,—there never was a people that 
received fo many teftimonies of God’s 
favour to encourage them to be 
good,—fo, on the other hand, there 
never was a people which fo often 


felt the fcourge of their iniquities to 
difhearten them from doing evil.— 


_ And yet neither the one or the 
other feem’d ever able to make them 
either the wifer or better ,—neither 
God’s bleffings, nor his ‘corrections 
could ever foften them;—they {till 
continued a thanklefs, unthinking 
people,—who profited by no lefions, 
neither were to be won with mercies, 
nor terrified with punifhments,—but 
on every fucceeding trials and occa- 
| fions, 
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fions, extremely difpofed again{t.God, 
to go aftray and act wickedly. 


In the words of the text, the pro- 
phet’s heart overflows with forrow, 
upon his refle€tion of this unworthy 
part of their character ;—and the © 
manner of his application to God, 1s 
fo expreffive of his humble fenfe of 
it,—and there is fomething in the 
words fo full of tendernefs and fhame 
for them upon that fcore,—as be- 
{peaks the moft paternal, as well as 
_ paftoral concern for them.—And he 
-faid,—O my God, I am afhamed,— 
and blufh ta lift up my face to thee, 
my God.—No doubt, the holy. man 
was confounded to look back upon 
that long feries of fo many of God’s. 

; undeferved 
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undeferved mercies to them, of which 
they had made fo bad and ungrateful 
a ufe:—he confidered, that they had 
all the motives that could ‘lay re- 
{traints either upon a confiderate or- 
a reafonable people ;—that God had 
not only created, upheld, and fa- 
voured them with all advantages in 
common with the reft of their fellow 
creatures,——but had been particularly 
kind to them ;—that when they were 
in the houfe of bondage, in the moft 
hopelefs condition,—he had heard 
their cry and took compaffion upon 
their afflictions, and by a chain of oreat 
_and mighty deliverances, had fet them 
free from the yoke of oppreffion.—— 
_ The prophet, no doubt, reflected at 
the fame ume, that befides this in- 

~ ftance 
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ftance of God’s goodnefs in firft fa- 
vouring their miraculous efcape,— 
a feries of facceffes not to be ac- 
counted for from fecond caufes, and 
the natural courfe of events, had 
crowned their heads in fo remarkable 
a manner, as to afford an evident 
proof, not only of God’s general 
concern, but of his particular provi- 
dence and attachment to them above 
all people :—in the wildernefs he 
led them like fheep, and kept them 
as the apple of his eye ;—he fuffered 
_ mo man to do them wrong,——but re- 
proved even kings for their fake ;— . 
that when they entered into the pro- 
— mifed land, no force was able to 
ftand before them;—when in pof 
‘feffion,—no army was ever. able to 

drive 
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drive them out ;—that nations greater 
and mightier than they, were thruft 
forth from before them ;—that, in a 
word, all nature for a time was driven 
backwards by the hands of God,. te 
ferve them, and that. even the fun 
itfelf had ftood ftill in the midft of 
heaven, to fecure their victories ;— 
that when all thefe mercies were caft 
_away upon them,—and no principle 
of gratitude or intereft could make 
them an obedient people,—God had 
tried by misfortunes to bring them 
back ;—that when inftructions, warn- 
ings, invitations, miracles, prophets 
arid holy guides had no effect,—he 
at laft. fuffered them. to reap ‘the 
wages of their folly, by letting them 
fall again into the fame. ftate of bon- 
| dage 
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dage in Babylon, from whence he 
had firft raifed them.—Here it is 
that Ezra pours out his confeffion.— 
It was no {mall aggravation to Ezra’s - 
concern, to find that even this laft — 
trial had no good effect upon their 
conduct ;—that all the alternatives 
of promifes and threats, comforts and 
afflictions, inftead of making them 
grow the better,—made them  ap- 
parently grow the worfe :——how could 
he intercede for them, but with fhame 
and forrow;—and fay, as in the 
text,——O my God, I am afhamed and 
bluth to lift up my face to thee,— 
for our iniquities are increafed over 
our heads,—and our trefpafs is grown 
up unto the heavens ;—fince the 

| > days 
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_ days of our fathers have we been in 
a great trefpafs unto this —_ 


Thus much for the prophet’s Gam: 
ble confeffion to God for the Jews, 
for which he had but too jt a 
‘foundation given by them ;—and I 
_ know not how I can make a better 
ufe of the words, as the occafion of 
the day led me to the choice of 
them,—than by a ferious application 
of the fame fad pee, in regard 
to ourfelves.— | 


Our fathers, like thofe of the Jews 
in Ezra’s time,—no doubt have done 
amifs, and greatly provoked God- by 
their violence ;—but if our own ini- 
quities, like theirs, are increafed over 

our — 
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our heads ;—if fince the days of our 
_fathers we have beca in great treipafs 

ourfelves unto this day,—’tis fit chis 

day we fhould be put in mind of it; 

—nor can the time and occafion be 

better employ’d, than in hearing with 

patience the reproofs which fuch a 
' parallel will lead me to give.— 


_ Itmuftbe acknowledged, thereis no 
nation which had ever fo many extra- 
_ ordinary reafons and fupernatural mo- 
tives to become thankful and virtuous 
as the Jews had;—yet, at the fame 
time, there 1s no one which has not 
fuficient (and fetting afide at prefent 
the confideration of a future ftate as a 
reward for being fo)—there is no na- | 
tion under heaven, which, befides the - 
| daily 
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daily bleffings of God’s providence 
to them, but have received fufficient 
bleffings and mercies at the hands of 
God to engage their beft fervices, and: 
the warmeft returns of gratitude they 
can pay :—there has been a time, 
may .be, when they have been de- 
livered from fome grievous calamity, 
—from the rage of peftilence or fa- 
mine,—from the. edge and fury of . 
the fword,—from the fate and fall 
of kingdoms round them ;—they 
‘may have been preferved by provi- 
dential difcoveries, and plots, and de- 
figns againft the well-being of their 
{tates,—or by critical turns and revo- 


~ jutions in their favour when begin- 


ning to fink ;—by fome fignal inter- 
pofition of God’s providence ;—they- 
| "+ may 
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may have refcued their liberties, and 
all that was dear to them, from the 
jaws of fome tyrant;—or may have 
preferved their religion pure and un- 


corrupted, when all other comforts 
fail’d them.— 


If other countries have reafon to 
be thankful.to God for any one of | 
thefe mercies, much more has ¢bis of 
ours, which at one time or other hath 
received them all;—infomuch that 
our hiftory, for this laft century, has 
fcarce been any thing elfe but the hif- 
tory of our deliverances, and God's 
bleffings,—and thefe in fo compli- 
cated a chain, and with fo little inter- 
Tuption,——as to be fcarce ever vquch- _ 
fafed to any nation or language be- 

Van. V. K | fides, 
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fides, —except the Jews ;—and with 
regard tq them, though inferior ip 
_ the ftupendous manner of their work- 

- ing,—yet’ no way. {9 1 in the extenfive _ 
goodnefs of their effedts, and the in- 
finite benevolence which mutt have. 
wrought them for us.—Here then let 
us ftop.and look, back a. moment, and 
_ enquire, as in the cafe of the Jews, 
what, great effects all this has, had: 
upon our. lives,—and how far worthy. 
we have lived—of what we have re- 
ceived 2— 


A ftranger,—when he heard—that 
this iffand had been fo favoured by. 
heaven,—fo: happy in our laws and 
religion,—fo flourifhing in our trade, 
—fo bleffed in our fituation and na- 

ae tural” 


SERMON Vs 133 


tural, prodvct,—and:in all of;them fa. 
often,—fovifibly protected; by, pro-, 
_vjdence,--would conclude, our, gray. 
titude- and morals had kept. pace, 
with our. bleffings ;—and. he. wayld; 
fay,——as we, are the. moft bleffed and, 
favayred,—that, we mutt be the, maf. 
virtuous. and religioys. people MPO, 
the face of the ear 


Would: to God! there was any 
‘other reafon to incline one to fo cha- 
ritable a belief ;—for without running 
into any common-place declamation 
_upon the wickednefs of the age,—we- 
may fay within the bounds of truth, 
—that we have profited in this refpec 
as little as it was poffible for the: 
Jems y~that there- is as little virtue, _ 

~K 2 and 
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—and as little fenfe of religion, at 
leaft as little of the appearance of it, 
as can be fuppofed to exift at all, in 
a country where it is countenanced 
by the ftate.—Our forefathers, what- 
ever greater degrees of real virtue | 
they were poffeffed of, —God; who 
fearcheth the heart,—beft knows ;— 
but this is certain, in their days they 
had at leaft—the form of godliness, 
—and paid this compliment to reli- 
gion, as to wear at leaft the appear- 
ance and outward garb of it.—The 
public fervice of God was better fre- 
quented,=—-and in a devout, as well 
as regular- manner ;—there. was no 
open profanenefs in our fifeets to put 
piety to the bluth,-—or domeftic ridi- 
: mys Y | cule, 
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cule, to make her uneafy, and force . 
her to withdraw.— 


Religion, though treated with free- 
dom, was ftill treated with refpeét ;— 
the youth of both fexes kept under 
greater reftraint ;—good orders and 
good hours were then-kept up in moft 
families; and, in a word, a greater 
ftriftnefs and fobriety of manners 
maintained throughout amongtt peo- 
ple of all ranks and conditions ;— fo 
that vice, however fecretly it might 
be practifed,—was afhamed to be 
fen. — | 


But all this has infenfibly been 
borne down, ever fince the days of our 
pone reneNe trefpafs ;—when, to avoid 

K 3 one 


wy SERMON V. 

‘one! extreme, “we! began to run‘inte 
another ;+fo that inftead of any: preat 
teligioti amongft us, you fee thous 
farids'who-ate’tired even of the form 
Of it, and‘ who have-at length thrown 
‘the ‘mbtk“of it: afide,—as'-an' wlelefs 
iheunibrance—« : 


- +Buc this Ficentiouthets, - per 
- Say,:may tbe -chielly: owing to-a tong 
courfe of profpenty, ‘which *is “apt to 

_ corfupt mens ‘minds.—-God ‘has fince 
this ‘tried :you>with afflictions ;—~you 
 fave-beenrvifited with-a,long and ex- 
penlive war:—God has fent, -more- 
over, a peftilence amongft your cattle, 
which has-cut off the’ ftock! from-the 
foldj.«and left’ no: herd m’the falls, 
—_— he'll fay;—-two fuch terrible 
fcourges 
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‘{courges ‘muft have awakened the 
confciences ‘of the rtioft unthinking 
part of you, and forced the inhabi- 
‘tatts of your land—from fuch ad- 
Monitions,—though they failed with 
‘¢he Jews, ‘to have learnt richteoufnefs 
for themfelves.— 


I-own this is the natural effect, — 
and one would hope fhould always be ‘ 
the natural ufe and improvement from 
fuch calamities ;—for we often find 
‘that numbers who, in prosperity, feem 
to forget God, do. yet remember 
iim in the day of trduble and dif- 
-trefs,—- Yet confider this nationally,— 
we fee ho fuch effect from it in fat, 
-as one would be led to expe& from 
-the fpeculation :—for inftance,—with 

K4 | all 
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all the devaftation, bloodfhed, and 
expence which the war has occa- 
| fioned,—how many converts has it 
made to frugality,—to virtue, oreven _ 
to ferioufnefs itfelf?—The peftilence 
amongft our cattle,—though it has" 
diftreffed and utterly undone fo many 
thoufands, yet what one vifible alte- 
ration has it made in the courfe of 
our hives ?’— 


And though one would imagine 
that the neceffary drains of taxes for 
the one,—and the lofs of rents. and 
property from the other, thould in 
fome meafure have withdrawn the 
means of gratifying our paffions, as 
we have done ;—yet what appear- 

ance 
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ance is there amongft us, that ic 
is fo .——— 


What one fafhionable folly or ex- 


travagance has been checked by 


ic P—Is not there the fame luxury and 
epicurifm of entertainments at our 
tables >—do we not purfue with eager- 
nefs the fame giddy round of trifling 
diverfions ?—is not the infection dif- 
fufed amongft people of all ranks, 


and all ages ?—And even grey hairs, 


whofe fober example and manners 
ought to check the extravagant 
fallies of the thoughtlefs, gay, and 
unexperienced, — too often totter 
under the fame coftly ornaments, and 
Joint the general riot. Where vanity, 
like. this, governs the heart, even 


charity 


85 aa oe See 
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charity will allow us to fuppofe, that 
a confcioufnefs of their inability to- 
purfue greater excefies, is the only | 
vexation of {pirit.—In truth, the ob- 
fervation falls in with the main in- 
tention of the difcourfe,—which is 
not framed to flatter your follies,—but 
plainly to point them -out, and thew 
you the general corruption of man- 
"ners, and want of religion ;—which 
‘all men fee,—and which the wife 
‘and good fo much lament.— 


But the enquirer wiil naturally go © 
on, and fay, that though this repre- 
fentation does not anfwer his expec- 
tations, that undoubtedly we. mutt 
have profited by thefe leffons in 
other refpetts ;—that though we have 
‘Mot approved our underftanding in 

the 
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the fight of Ged, by -a ‘virtuous ufe 
“-of our misfortunes, to true wif{dom ;—- 
that we ‘muft have improved them, 
showever, to political wif@om;—fo 
that he would -fay,—though the 
Englifh do not-appear to-be:a .reli- 
gious people,—they are at leaft a 
Joyal.one :—-They .have fo often felt 
the. fcourge .of rebellion, and have 
tafted fo much fharp fruit from it,— 
as to have. fet their teeth .on -edge 
forever.—But, goodGod ! how would 
he be aftonifhed to find,—that though 
we have been fo often'toft to and 
fro by our own tempeftuous hu- 
mours,—that we were not yet fick 
of the ftorm;—that though we fo- 
Jemnly, on every ‘return of this day, 
Jament the guilt of our forefathers 
in ftaining their hands in blood,— 
| 3 we 


40 SERMON V. 


we never once think of our princi- 
ples and praétices, which tend the 
fame way :—and though the provi- 
dence of God has fet bounds, that 


they do not work as much mifchief,— ‘ 


as in days of diftrattion and defola- 
tion,—little reafon have we to afcribe 
the merit thereof to our own wif- 
dom ;—fo that, when the whole ac- 
count is ftated betwixt us,—there 


feems nothing to prevent. the appli- | 


cation of the words in the text ;— 
that our iniquities are increafed over 
our heads, and our trefpafs is grown 


up unto the heaven.—Since the. days 


of our fathers have we been in a 
great trefpafs unto this day ;—and 
though it is fit and becoming that 
we weep for them,—’tis much more 


fo, 
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fo, that we weep for ourfelves,— 
that we lament ovr own corrup- 
tions,—and the little advantages we 
have made of the mercies or chattife- 
tnents of God,—or from the fins and 
provocations of our forefathers. — 


- This is the fruit we are to gather, 
ina day of fuch humiliation ;—and 


_unlefs it produces that for us, by a 


reformation of our manners, and by 
turning us from the error of our 
ways,—the fervice of this day is more a 
fenfelefs infule upon the memories of 
our anceftors,—than an honeft defign 
to profic by their miftakes and mif- 
fortunes,—-and to become wifer and 
better from our reflections upon 


them.— 
Till 
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Till this. is, done, it avails lite. 
tle, though,.we pray. fervently. to. 
God: not to lay their: fins to our, 
charge, —whilft we haye {9 many. re- 
maining of our own.—Unlefs we-are; 
touched for ourfelves,, how can we: 
expect he fhould hear our cry ? It is 
the wicked. corruption of a. people 
which they. are ta: thank for whatever, 
natural. calamities they. feel—=this, 
is the very ftate: we; are in,—which, — 
by, difengaging. proyidence from. ta, 
king our part,--wil} always leave. a, 
people expofed:to,the whole force of; 
accidents, both.from, within and with. 
aut :—-2nd. however ftatefmen may. 
difpute about-the cauiegof the growth 
ar decay of kingdoms,—it is for this 

| caule, 
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canfe, a matter of, eternal. truth,—. 
that as virtue and religion, are our. 
only recommendation to God,—that 
they are, confequently, the only. true 
bafis of our happinefs and profperity.: 
on earth.—And however we may 
fhelter ourfelves under diftin@ions of 
- party,—that a wicked man is the 
worft enemy the ftate has ;—and for 
the contrary, it will always be found, 
that a virtuous man is the beft pa- 
triot, and ‘the beft fubject the king 
has.—And though an individual may 
fay, what will my righteoufnefs pro- 
fit a nation of men ?—TI anfwer,—if 
it fail of a bleffing here (which is 
not likely), it will have one advan- 
tage;~-it will fave thy own foul, 

and 
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. and give thee that peace at the laft, 
which this world cannot take away.— 


"Which God, of his infinite mercy, 
grant us all. Amen. 
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Romans ii, 4. 


Defpifeft thou the riches of bis goodnefs, 
and forbearance, and long fuffering,— 
knowing that the goodnefs of God 
_  leadeth thee to repentance ? 

So fays St.Paul. And 


-EccesiastTEs Viii. 11. 


Because fentence againft an evil work 


is not executed fpeedily, therefore the 


beart of the fons-of men is fully fet in 
them to do evil,—- 


if farms either as you like it, you 
will’ get nothing by the bar- 
cain. 


L.2 — *T Is 
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Tis a terrible character of the world, 
which Solomon is here accounting 
for,—that their hearts were fully fet 
in them to do evil.—And the general 
outcry againft the wickednefs of the 
age, in every age, from Solomon’s 
- down to this, fhews but too lamen- 
tably what grounds have all along 


been given for the complaint.— 


The diforder and confufion arifing 
jn the affairs of the world from the 
wickednefs of it, being ever fuch,— 
fo evidently feen,—fo feverely felt, 
as naturally to induce every one who 
was a fpectator or a fufferer, to give 


the melancholy preference to the times 
| he 
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he lived in; as if the corruptions of 
men’s manners had not only exceeded 
the reports of former days, but the 
power almoft of rifing above the | 
pitch to which the wickednefs of the 
age was arrived.—How far they may 
have been deceived in fuch calcula- 
tions, I fhall not enquire ;—let it 
fuffice, that mankind have ever been’ 
_bad,—confidering what motives they 
have had to be better ;—and taking 
this for granted, inftead of declaiming 
againtt i it, let us fee whether a difcourfe 
may not be as ferviceable, by endea- 
vouring, as Solomon has here done, ~ 
rather to give an account of it, and 
by tracing back the evils to their firft 

L 3 prin- 
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principles, to direct ourfelves to the 
true remedy again{ft them.— ) 


Let it here only be premifed,— 
that the wickednefs either of the pre- 
” fent or paft times, whatever {candal 
‘and reproach it brings upon chri- 
_ ftians,—ought not in reafon to reflect 
difhonour upon chriftianity, which is 
fo apparently well framed to make 
us gdod,—that there is not a greater 
paradox in nature,—than that fo good 
a religion fhould be no better recom- 
mended by its profeffors.—Though 
this may feem a paradox,—’tis full, 
I fay, no objection, though it has of- . 
ten been made ufe of againft chrifti- 
anity ;—fince, if the morals of men 
are not reformed, it is not owing to 

a de- 
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a defect in the revelation, but ’tis 
‘owing to the fame caufes which de- — 


feated all the ufé and intent of reafon, 
«before revelation was given.—For 
fetting afide the obligations which a 
divine law lays upon us,—-whotver 
confiders the ftate and condition of 
human nature, and upon this view, 
how much ftronger the natural mo- 
tives are to virtue than to vice, would 


" expect to find the world much better 


than it is, or ever has been.—For 
who would fuppofe the generality of 


‘mankind to betray fo much folly, as 


to act againft the common intereft of 
their own kind, as every mah does 
who yields to the temptation of what 
is wrong.—But on the other fide,—= | 
if men firft look into the practice of 
L 4 the 
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the world, and there obferve the 
ftrange prevalency of vice, and how 
willing men are to defend as well as 
to commit it,—one would think they 
believed that all difcourfes of virtue 
and honefty were mere matter of 
fpeculation for men to entertain fome 
idle hours with ;—and fay truly, that 
men feemed univerfally.to be agreed . 
in nothing but in fpeaking well and 
doing ill.—But this cafts no more © 
difhonour upon reafon than it does 
upon revelation ;—the truth of the 
cafe being this,—that no motives 
have been great enough to reftrain 
thofe from fin who have fecretly loved 
it, and only fought pretences for the _ 
practice of it.—So that if the light 
- of the gofpel has not left a fufficient 
| provifion 
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provifion againft the wickednefs of 
~ the world,—the true anfwer is, that 
- there can be none.—’Tis fufficient 
that the excellency of chriftianity in 
doétrine and precepts, and its proper 
tendency to make us virtuous as well 
as happy, is a ftrong evidence of its — 
divine original,—and thefe advantages 
it has above any inftitution that ever 

was in the world :—it gives the belt | 
directions,—the beft examples,—the 
greateft encouragements,—the beft 
helps, and the greateft obligation to 


_ gratitude.—But as religion was not to 


work upon men by way of force and 
‘natural neceffity,—but by moral per- 
fuafion,—which fets good and evil be- 
fore them;—fo that, if: men have 
power to do evil, or chufe the good, — 

| and 
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and will abufe it, this cannot be avoid- 
ed.—Notonly religion, but even rea- 
fon itfelf, muft neceffarily imply a free- 
dom of choice; andallthe beingsinthe — 
world, which-have it, were created free 
to ftand or free to fall :—and therefore 
men that will not be wrought upon by 
_ this way of addrefs, muft expeét, and 
be contented, to feel the ftroke of that — 
"rod which is prepared for the back of 
fools, oft times in this world, but un- 
doubtedly in the next, from the hands 
of a righteous governor, who will 
finally render to every man according 
to his works,— 

Becaule this fentence is not always 
executed {peedily, is the wife man’s. 
account of the general licentioufnefs 

which 
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which prevailed through the race of 
mankind,—fo early as his days; and 
we may allow it a place, amonpft 
the many other fatal caufes of depra- 
vation in our own ;—~a few of which, 
I fhall beg leave to add to this ex- 
plication of the wife man’s ; fubjoin- 
ing a few practical cautions in rela- 
tion to each, as I go along.— 


To begin with Solomon’s account 
in the text,—that becaufe fentence 
againft an evil work is not executed 
- fpeedily, therefore the hearts of the 
fons of men are fully fer in them to 
do evil.— 


It feems fomewhat hard to under- 


ftand the confequence, why men 
fhould - 
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fhould grow more  defperately 
_wicked,—becaufe God is merciful 
‘and gives them fpace to repent ;— 
this is no natural effeét,—nor does | 
the wife man intend to infinuate that 
the goodnefs and long fuffering of 
God, is the caufe of the wickednefs 
of man, by a direé& efficacy to harden 
finners. in their courfe—But the 
{cope of his difcourfe is this, Becaufe 
a vicious man efcapes at prefent, he 
is apt to draw falfe conclufions from 
it, and from the delay of God’s 
punifhment in this life, either to 
conceive them at’ fo remote a dif- 
tance, or perhaps fo uncertain, that 
though he has: fome doubtful mif- 
givings of the future, yet he hopes 
in the main, that his fears are greater 

| | than 


eh, 


cad 
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than his danger ;—and from obferv- 
ing fome of the worft of men both 
live and die without any outward 
teftimony of God’s wrath,—draws 
from thence fome flattering ground 
of encouragement for himfelf, and 


with the wicked in the. pfalm, ‘fays 


in his heart, Tufh, I fhall never be — 
caft down, there fhall no harm hap-- 
pen unto me :—as if it was neceflary, 
if God is to punifh at all, that he 
muft do it prefently ;—which by the 


way, ‘would rather feem to befpeak’ 


rage'and fury of an incenfed party, 
than the determination of a wife and 
patient judge,—who refpites punith- 
ment to another ftate, declaring for 


, the wifeft reafons, this is not the 
time for it to take place in,—but 


that 
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that he has appointed a day for it; 
wherein he will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, and make fuch unal- 
terable diftinctions betwixt the good 
and bad,—as to render his future 
‘judgment a full vindication of his 
juftice.— | 


That mankind have ever made an 
ill ufe of this forbearance, is, and | 
fear will ever be, the cafe :—and St. 
Peter, in his defcription of the fcof- 
fers in the latter days, who, he tells 
us, fhall walk after their own lufts, 
(the worft of all characters) he gives 
the fame fad folution of what fhould: 
be their unhappy encouragement — 
for that they wou'd fay,—Where is 
the piomife [where 1s the threaten- 

a ing, 


SERMON VI. 159. 


ing, or declaration of, % exaylala] 
of his coming,—for fince the fathers 

fell afleep all things continue as they 
"were from the beginning of the cre- _ 
ation ;-—that is, the world goes on 
‘in the fame. uninterrupted courfe, 
where all things fall alike to all, 
without any - interpofition. from 
above,—or any outward token of di- 
vine difpleafure :—upon this ground, 


*¢ Come ye,”: fay they, as the prophet ‘ . 


-Feprefents. them, “* I will fetch wine 
and we will fill ourfelves with ftrong 
drink, and to-morrow fhall be as this 
day, and much more abundant.” 


/ Now if you confider, you will find, 
that all this falfe way of reafoning 
doth arife from that grofs piece of 
. felf- 
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felf-flattery, that fuch do. imagine 
God to be ‘like themfelves,—that i 1S, 
as cruel and revengeful as they 
—are,—and they. prefently. think,. if a 
fellow creature offended. them . at the 
rate. that -finners are faid to offend 
God, and they had as much power 
in their hands to punifh and: torture 
them as he has;: they would be fure 
to execute’ it fpeedily ; s—but becaufe 
they fee God does it not, therefore 
they conclude, that -all' the talk af 
God’s anger againft vice, and. his 
future punifhment of. it, is mere’ 
talk, calculated for the terror of old 
women and children.—Thus {peak 
they peace to their fouls, when there 
is no peace ;—for though a finner 
(which the wife man adds by way 

: Of 
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of caution after the text) for though | 
a finner do evil a hundred times, — 


and his days be prolonged upon the. - 


earth,—yet fure I know, that it-fhall 
be well with them that’ fear God,— 
but fhall not ‘be well with the 

| wicked.—Upon which argument, the 
pfalmift, fpeaking in the name of | 
God,—uwules this remonftrance to one 
under this fatal miftake which has 
mifled thoufands ;—thefe things thou 
didft, and I kept filence :—And it 
 feems this filence was interpreted 


into confent;—for it follows,—and 


_ thou thoughteft I was altogether fuch 
@ one as thyfelf ;—but the pfalmift 
adds, how ill he took this at men’s 
hands, and that they fhould not know 

the difference between the forbear- 
Vou. Ve M ance 
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ance of finners,—and his neglect of | 
their fins ;—but I will reprove thee, 
and fet them in order before thee.— . 

Upon the whole of which, he bids . 

them be better advifed, and -confider, ~ 
-Jeft, . while they forget God, he pluck _ 
them ‘away, and there be none to - 
deliver them.— . | 


_ Thus much for the firft ground 
and caufe which the text gives, why © 
the hearts of the fons of men are fo 
-fully fet in them to do evil ; 3—upon » 
‘which I have only one or two cau- 
tions to add—That, in the firft place, 
we frequently deceive ourfelves in- 
.the calculation .that fentence fhall, 
-not be fpeedily executed.—By fad 
’ experience, vicious and. debauched . 
| men 
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men find this matter to turn out very’ 
different in praGice, from their ex- 
pectations in theory; God having fo 
‘conttived the nature of things 
throughout the whole fy ftem of moral’ 
duties,—that every vice, infome meas 


fure, fhould immediately revenge — 


itfelf upon the doer ;—that falfehood, 
and unfair dealing, ends in diftruft 
aid difhosour;—that drunkennefs 
and debauchery, fhould weaken the 


thread of life, and cut it fo fhort, 


tat the tranfgreffor fhall not live out 
half his days ;—that pride fhould be 
followed by mortifications ;—~extra- 
vagance by peverty and diftrefs ;— 
that: the revengeful and malicious, 
Should be the greateft tormentor of 
- himfelf,—the perpetual difturbance 
M 2 of 
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_Of his own mind, being fo imme- 
diate a chaftifement, as to verify. what 
the wife man fays upon it,—That as | 
‘the merciful man does good to his — 
own foul, fo he that is cruel troubleth | 

his own filelh— | 


In all which cafes there is a punith- 
ment independent of thefe, and that 
is, the punifhment which a man’s 
own mind takes upon itfelf, from 
the remorfe of doing what is wrong.— 
Prima eft hac ultio,—this is the firft 
revenge which (whatever other pu- 
nifhments he may efcape) is fure to 
follow clofe upon his heels, and 

haunts him wherefoever he goes ;— 
for whenever a man commits a wilful 


ae a drinks down poifon, 
which, — 
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which, though ic may work flowly, 
will work furely, ‘and give him per- 
petual pains and heart-aches,—and, 
_ if no means be ufed to expel it, will 
_ deftroy. him at lafti—So that, nat- 
-withftanding that final fentence of 
God is not executed fpeedily in exact 
weight and meafure,—there is never- 
thelefs a fentence: executed, whith 
a man’s own confcience pronounces 

_ againft him ;—and every wicked man, 
I believe, feels as regular a procefs 
within his own breaft commenced 
againtt:himfelf, and finds himfelf as 
much accufed, and as evidently and . 
impartially condemned for what he 
has done amifs, as if he had received 
fentence before the moft awful tri- 
bunal;—which judgment of confci- 
| M 3 3 ence, < 
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ence, as it can be looked upon in no 
other light but as an anticipation of 
that righteous and unalterable fen- 
tence which will be pronounced here- 
after by that Being to whom he is 
finally to give an, account of his ac- 
tions—I cannot conceive the ftate of 
his mind under any character than of 
that anxious doubtfulnefs defcribed: 
_ by the prophet,—Fhat the wicked 
are like the troubled fea. when it can- 
not reft, whofe waters caft up mire: 
~ and filth. | 


A fecond caution. againft this uni-~ 
form ground of falfe hope, in fen- 
tence not being executed {peedily,. 
will arife from this confideration,— 
That im our vain calculation of this. 

diftant 
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diftant point of retribution, we ge- 
nerally refpite it to the day of judg 
ment ;—and as that may be a thou- 
fand, or ten thoufand years off, it pro-. 
portionably leffens the terror.—To- 
rectify this miftake, we fhould firtt — 
eonfider, that the diftance of a-thing: 
no way alters the nature of it-— 
adly, That we are deceived in this 


 diftant profpea,. not confidering that 


however far off we may fix it in this 
belief, that in fact it is no farther off 
from every man than the day of his 
own death.—And: how certain that. 
day is, we need not furely be re- 
minded.:—Tis the certainty of the 
matter, and of an-event which will as ° 
furely come to pafs, as that the fun- 


-fhall rife to-morrow morning,—that 


fhould 
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-fhould enter as‘much into our calcu- 
lations, as if it was hanging over our 
heads.-~For though,.jn our fond ima- 
ginations, we dream of living many 
yearsupon the earth ;—how unex- 
pectedly are we fummoned -from it ? 
—~How: oft, in the: ftrength of out 
age, .in the midft: of our projects, — 
when ‘we are promifing ourfelves the - 
eafe.of many years?—<how oft, at 
that very time, and-in the height of | 
this imagination, ‘is che decree fealed, 


and the camel ae suey) to 


i . es ar i 
: ee “$e 


cal] us ‘into another. world? a 


2) et . 


This may. fuffice ficth ecanengi 
tion of this one great caufe of the: 


corruption’ of: the world ;—from 


whence I fhould proceed, as I pur- - 


pes to‘an enquiry after fome other — 
sie 


“pe ee 
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- unhappy caufes which have a fhare 


in this evil.—But I have taken up fo. 
much more of your time in this than 
I firft intended,—that I fhall defer 
what I have to fay to the next occa- 
fion, and put an end to this difcourfe, | 


by an anfwer to-a queftion often afked — ; 
relatively to this argument, m preju- 


dice of chriftianity, which cannot be 
more feafonably anfwered than: ia a 
difcourfe at this time ;—and that is, _ 
-— Whether the chriftian religion has -. 


done the world any fervice in reform-.. 


ing the lives and morals of mankind, | 


' «which fome who pretend to have 


confidered the prefent ftate of vice, 
feem to doubt of ?—This objection - 
J, in fome meafure, have anticipated 
in the beginning -of this difcourfe ;— 
and what I have to add to that argu- 
ment 
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ment is this,—that as it is émipoffible 
to decide the point by~evidence of 
facts, which at fo great a diftance 


cannot be brought together.and com- 


pared,—it mutt be decided by reafon, 
and the probability of things; upon 
which iffue, one might appeal to the 


moft profeffed deift, and truft him to 


determine,—whether the lives of thofe 
‘who: are fet loofe from all -obliga- 


tions, but thofe of -conveniency,— . 
‘can be campared with thofe who have . 
‘been bleft with the extraordinary . 
light of a religion ?—and whether fo_ 


juft and holy a religion as the-chriltian, 
which fets reftraints even upon our 
thoughts,—a religion which gives us 
the moft engaging ideas of the per- 
fections of God,—at the fame time 
that it impreffes the moft awful ones 


at 
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-of ‘his majefty and:power ;—a Being | 
rich in mercies, but if they are abufed, 
terrible in his judgments ;—one con- 
ftantly aboue our fecret, -paths,— 


about our beds ;—who fpieth out-all 


our ways,—noticeth all our actions, 
and is fo pure in his nature, that he | 
will.punifh even the wicked imagina- 
tions -of the heart, and:has appointed 
a day wherein he will enter into this — 
enquiry, and execute judgment ac- 
cording as we have Aeferyed.— 


‘If either the hopes or fears, the 
paffions or reafon of men are to be 
-wrought upon at all, fuch principles 
-muft have an effect, though, I own, 
veryfar fhort of what a thinking man . 
fhould.expect from fuch motives.— 


No 
2 
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No doubt, there is great room for 
amendment in the chriftian world,— — 
and the profeffors of our holy reli- 
gion may in general be faidto bea 
very corrupt and bad generation of — 
men,—confidering what reafons and 
obligations they have to be better.— 
Yet ftill I affirm, if thofe reftraints 
were leffened,—the world would be 
infinitely worfe ;—and therefore we 
cannot fufficiently blefs and adore the - 
goodnefs of God, for thefe advanta- 
ges brought by the coming of Chrift, 
-—which God grant that we may 
live to be more deferving of ;—thar, 
in tne laft day, when he fhall come 
again to-judge the world, we may 
rife to life immortal. Amen. 
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